Books of | nterest

The Roots of Nubian Christianity Uncovered: The Triumph
of The Last Pharaoh by Salim Faraji (Trenton, NJ: Africa
World Press, 2012; ISBN: 978-1592218721, pp.360).

This work argues that the history of late antiqueca and the
origins of Nubian Christianity have received litd¢tention by
Africanists and have been virtually ignored by Afma
historians. Hence, for Nubiologists, church hisios and
scholars of late antiquity have overlooked the ystof this
ancient African civilization and its conversion €hristianity
which has been primarily understood as an addertduBreco-
Roman classical antiquity thereby positioning antchubia as a
passive receptacle of culture as opposed to aricakoactor
emerging through the cultural anteriority of its roweligious
SALIM FARA[I traditions.
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The book also demonstrates that it is no longee@teble to
argue that Nubia converted to Christianity becgiie, the last Pharaoh in the Nile Valley and
the first Christian king of Nubia inaugurated thegimnings of Christianity in the Nile Valley
and Sudanic civilization of ancient Nubia. Furtherey by utilizing contemporary African and
African diaspora religions and applying methods #ra traditionally employed in contemporary
studies of conversion in Africa and the African §para the book highlights the themes of
cultural complexity and multiple religious idengisi in late antique Nubia and note that like other
forms of African Christianity that have been shapgdAfrican traditional religions and culture,
Nubian Christianity was fundamentally African, aticht conventional views about religious
conversion that privilege Pagan-vs-Christian diohutus discourses are incorrect and
fundamentally seek to limit indigenous perspectived upset Christian triumphalism.
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The Black Revolution on Campus by Martha Biondi
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012, BI$
9780520269224, pp.366). An account of an extraargirtut
forgotten chapter of the Black freedom struggle:the late
1960s and early 1970s, Black students organizedrkds of
protests that sparked a period of crackdown, natjoti, and
reform that profoundly transformed college life. $take was
the very mission of higher education. Black studetgmanded
that public universities serve their communitidsatt private
universities rethink the mission of elite educati@md that
Black colleges embrace self-determination and réisesthreat
of integration. Most crucially, Black students demed a role
in the definition of scholarly knowledge. In thigatment, the
author combines research with a wealth of intergidvom
participants to tell the story of how students adrihe slogan
MARTHA BIONDI “Black power” into a social movement. Vividly densirating
the critical linkage between the student movemedt@anges
in university culture, she illustrates how victarien establishing Black Studies ultimately
produced important intellectual innovations thatédnhad a lasting impact on academic research
and university curricula over the past 40 years.

Black Womanist Leadership Black Womanist L eader ship: Tracing the Motherline edited by
Toni C. King and S. Alease Ferguson (Albany, NYatSt
University of New York Press, 2011, ISBN: 978-1436@12,
pp.269). Featuring the stories of fourteen Blacknea scholars,
this work offers a culturally based model of Blaslomen's
leadership practices, and examines the mother-daugh
Bl transmission of these skills. Hence, personal tigesafit into a
pELE  storytelling tradition that reveals how Black mathend women
#8 of the community via theMotherling teach girls the "ways
women lead." The essays present a range of prhchcd
theoretical issues of leadership and developmemtjuding
mother nurture, emulation of and divergence fromecealues,
internalized oppression, self-determination, regmégtion of the
physical self, guardianship/governance of the bambgperative
economics, activism, contentiousness with or diféiation from
the mother, and negotiation of leadership acrostiand private
spheres. Consequently, the book makes a compaeltgngnent for the necessity of continuing to
teach a cultural and gender-specific method oktasce to oppression.
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Neighborhood Rebels: Black Power at the Local Level by
Peniel E. Joseph (New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillag0,
ISBN: 9780230620773, pp.264). This book examines the
evolution of Black Power activism at the local lev@omprised

of essays that examine Black Power’s impact atgthssroots
level in cities in the North, South, Mid-West ande®¥, this
anthology expands on the profusion of new scholartat is

_'_ taking a second look at Black Power, connectingsg@ots

activism to national struggles for Black self-deteration and
international African independence movements, aciively
rewriting postwar African American history.

Remembering Africa and its Diasporas. Memory, Public
History & Representations of the Past edited by Audra A.
Diptee and David V. Trotman (Trenton, NJ: AfricandoPress,
2012, ISBN: 1592218962, pp.384) is a collection eskays
concerned with the construction of memories and lipub
histories that explores the various dynamics treatehshaped
the way Africa and its diasporas have been viewed a
chronicled outside of academia. The chapters famushow
public perceptions are used both within Africa awdhin
numerous African diasporas. The essays are wilityea broad
range of authors from around the globe and disthes\frican
world communities in Latin and North America, asllves the
Caribbean.
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