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Abstract

This research critically examines the collabora@fferts of African-centered Economists and
Africana Studies scholars to establish and incafgoAfrican American economics within the
Africana Studies curriculum. In addition, thisielgé expands on the intellectual movement to
solidify an African-centered methodological appiodao engage Africana people’s collective
economic realities. Lastly, this article offersnadel for an Africana Economics concentration
for the discipline of Africana Studies. The centmlrpose of this research is to offer an
alternative method of interpreting Black economacsl highlight existing models that worked
well at addressing the crux of African Americanra@mic development.

Economic equality is the unfinished business ofdivé rights struggle. This notion is
generally agreed upon, although exactly what isnthbg economic equality and how to
achieve such equality is not. An investigation itlie ways African American students
are being trained in economics, and the limitatiohghis training, suggests that we are
not preparing them (or youth in general) to adegjyatddress this unfinished business or
to become economic movers and shakers.

-Jessica Gordon Nembhard (Nembhard, 2008: 758)
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Introduction

The discipline of Africana Studies has maintaineceatensive intellectual and activist
legacy on an institutional level, but remains ditmoelly rooted in the Black liberation
movement that gained popularity in the 1950s ar@D49The discipline’s origin gave birth to an
intellectual enterprise committed to a dual functmf scholarship and social activism (Hare,
1969; Allen, 1974; Steward, 1997). The balanceraadiage between academic excellence and
activism is the essential component that distingess Africana Studies from traditional
disciplines. In addition, its revolutionary fourien serves as the impetus and framework for
which the discipline’s role, mission and purpose sttaped. Ultimately, Africana Studies serves
as the academic arm of the Africana liberationggle and must remain devoted to actively
engaging and interrogating issues confronting Afripeople to positively impact the reality and
lives of people of African descent. Africana Stisdieot only exemplifies a shift in intellectual
discourse in institutions of higher education;atsergence marks a sociopolitical victory for the
Black Studies Movement, Black consciousness movéenBtsick Arts movement, and the Black
Power movement (Fenderson, Stewart & Baumgarti®d2;2Karenga, 2002).

As the discipline of Africana Studies continuesetmlve, it is essential for scholars to
broaden the field’'s theoretical and methodologsalpe along with strengthening its conceptual
analysis; this is especially true for the studyAdricana economics. Africana economics is an
extension of the Black Political Economy paradignthat it seeks to provide a comprehensive
investigation of the dynamics (social, politicahdaeconomic) that shape the economic status of
people of African descent in their respective comities (Steward & Coleman, 2005). One
purpose of this essay is to critically examine twdlaborative efforts of African-centered
economists and Africana Studies scholars to estabind incorporate economics in the Africana
Studies curriculum. A second objective is to expan this intellectual movement to solidify an
African-centered methodological approach for engggdhfricana people’s collective economic
realities. Lastly, this work offers recommendasidar infusing an economic concentration with
the current Africana Studies graduate curriculubitimately, this research seeks to create an
institutionally based, systematic investigationAdficana economics that offers an alternative
method of interpreting Black economics and highbgexisting models that have worked well at
addressing the core of Africana economic developmen

Assessing Economics in Africana Studies Curriculum

The insecurity of African people’s collective ecomo status demands that the discipline
of Africana Studies give special attention to thagnscholars that are proficient in exploring the
issue of economic development in Africana commansitiThe contemporary global economic
landscape of the Africana community is severelytalls. For example, there are African
countries that have established business relatipnghth foreign companies that drain their
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national resources and heighten civil conflict (MeDal, 2009). In addition, the reliance on
foreign aid in the form of high interest loans Head devastating effects for many African
nations’ economies; the effects also include a wishied national currency within most African
countries. This, coupled with corrupt politics aadragmented consciousness, has left many
Africana communities vulnerable to external an@inal attacks.

Communities throughout the African Diaspora hav#esed from similar institutional
ills. In the United States, a comparative analysisAfrican American people’s collective
economic state reveals that African Americans’ @@conomic conditions in the 21st century are
very similar to 28 century conditions - impoverished, marginalizea aeglected (Anderson,
2001). Currently, African Americans make up slightnore than 12 percent of the total
American population, but collectively control leb&n 3 percent of the nation’s net worth and
only 1.3 percent of the nation’s net financial #&ssEven more alarming, 79 percent of African
American households live with precarious resoured more than 63 percent retain zero or
negative net financial assets (Oliver & ShapiroQ&0 The Survey of Income and Program
Participation (SIPP), a national survey, tells het {73 percent of all African American children
grow up in households without financial resourc@ivier & Shapiro, 2006). These findings
become much more alarming when statistics sugbasiridividuals whose parents do not have
access to financial resources are disproportionatabre likely not to control wealth
accumulating assets themselves (Gammage, 201 EjiGhistafford, 1999).

The collective economic reality of the Africana aoomity demands an institutional
commitment to investigate and prescribe Africantesed recommendations for improving their
global economic status. More importantly, Africaaudies must establish itself as the
intellectual vanguard for research conducted oncAfr people’s social, political, economic and
psychological reality. Therefore, the disciplimfeAfricana Studies must develop an economics
concentration to ensure that the appropriate melbgatal and theoretical approaches are
utilized when creating analysis and recommendationAfricana economic development.

In 2008, Patrick Mason and Mwangi wa Githinji rejeorthat the presence of economists
as faculty members and economic content in cowasgsrominent” Africana Studies programs
throughout the nation is marginal and relativelynexistent. The authors pulled from the
National Council of Black Studies’ (NCBS) officialebsite to compile and categorize Africana
Studies departments. The programs included inréjpert consisted of all departments that
offered a masters and/or doctoral degree in Afac&tudies along with other “influential”
departments in 2004Mason and Githinji's (2008) research revealed tbaty 1.72 percent of
the faculty members in leading Africana Studiesadlepents [were] economists, and economics
course content among Africana Studies programsegaremic” (732). Among the departments
assessed, 629 core and affiliated faculty members mployed but only 11 were economists.
It must be noted that of the 11 economists, theoritgjspecialized in developmental economics
and few focused on Africana economics is particuldepartments offering courses with
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economic content were less than 1 percent. Statiashd economics courses accounted for 2 of
82 courses offered by the Africana Studies progranmgeyed. In addition, the authors assessed
the amount of economic driven research publishepbumnals associated with the discipline.
Data demonstrated that in 2004 little economic eonitvas published in journals within Africana
Studies, particularly peer-reviewed journals.

To assess the growth of Africana Studies prograinis researcher assessed ten Africana
Studies departments that offer a doctoral degregatge the number of economic courses or
courses that incorporate economic confefhis work also explored the number of Africana
Studies faculty (core and affiliate) that were emaoists or had economics as their primary
research interest. An analysis was conducted softelyepartments that offer the doctoral degree
because these programs are expected to mold aetbddhe next generation of scholars in the
discipline. Students seeking to obtain a doctoegree in Africana Studies should have a vested
interest (literally and figuratively) in the disdipe and are trained to become experts that possess
an in-depth knowledge of the theories, methodokgend approaches offered in Africana
Studies. Theoretically, these programs play a eemtde in charting the course of the field’s
future and directly impact the shape (rigor anecefhcy) of the field moving forward.

Course descriptions posted on each department’sitgelvas utilized to categorize and
determine the course content. Focus was placeshom department’s graduate curriculum and
included their core requirements as well as thieicteves. The evaluation revealed that there
are a total of ten economic courses offered ambagdn doctoral programs assessed. Of the
ten courses, four were cross-listed with Econonsic$sovernment departments. It is worth
noting that five of the ten courses focus solelyAdrican countries. The number of core or
affiliate faculty members that are economists oowdentify economics as a primary research
interest was also insignificant. 8 of 279 core affiliate faculty members (2.8%) were
economists or had a research interest in economdcef the 8 economists serve as affiliate
faculty members.

It is clear that economics and courses that ingatpaeconomic analysis are limited and
in most cases non-existent in Africana Studies wmtglprograms. As a result, Africana Studies
students are rarely exposed to critical examinatmfneconomic theory, rendering these students
unprepared to engage Africana economic realities better equip professionals (experts) in the
discipline with the tools needed to understand,agegand create economic theories and
methodological approaches, it is imperative to sefteconomics within the Africana Studies
curriculum. Equally important, departments neednimke concerted efforts to employ faculty
members with the training to teach economics caurdéhe work of numerous scholars clearly
outlines the necessity and challenges entailedniusing economics with Africana Studies
(Stewart, 2008; Nembhard, 2008; Mason & Githinp08). However, as the dynamics of the
African Diaspora become more and more sophisti¢cdbexldiscipline of Africana Studies must
continue to evolve as a multidimensional enterpr@@mitted to researching, analyzing and
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prescribing transformative initiatives that offesligions to the Africana community’s greatest
challenges.

Discourse on Black political economy and revoluéigneconomic theory and analysis is
not new to the Africana intellectual and activisimanunity. The influential work of Marcus
Garvey (1923, 1925), Carter G. Woodson (1933), ¥/.Bu Bois (1986), E. Franklin Frazier
(1962,1973), Ron Walters (1973), and Cornel WeS038) have challenged Black economic
theorists to create alternative models to challedgainate economic systems (Tauheed, 2008).
More importantly, demands for institutional spacegrapple with the economic issues that
confront the Africana community, as well as thebglocommunity, have been a central facet of
the Africana liberation movement.

To frame this portion of the discussion this esbagins by exploring Harold Cruse’s
central critique in his pivotal teX@risis of the Negro Intellectual (1967). During the height of
the Black Studies movement, Cruse challenged thackBlintelligentsia to strategically
investigate economic theory and produce alternatis@nomic ideologies to address Africana
economic development (Tauheed, 2008: p. 693). Witts historical context, Cruse’s work
diverges from traditional economic theorists byptizing the creation of new economic theory
that functions independent of capitalism, socialismd Marxist theory. As mentioned above,
there has been a wealth of thinkers that engageéoetc discourse; however, Cruse’s
revolutionary approach engages theory buildinghin field of economics and charges African-
centered economists to actively explore creatinggfiormative economics. Although Cruse’s
analysis primarily focuses on the politics and e@oyp of Harlem, he targets the Black
intellectual leadership at the apex of the Blackdi&ts Movement. The Crisis of the Black
Intellectual is an assessment that attempts to usher the Afirdellectual movement toward a
multidimensional project geared toward the appilocadof radical theory and practice in the field
of economics.

Methodological Approach

Since the inception of Africana Studies, there lhagn an intellectual movement
consisting of African-centered economists and Afng Studies scholars to incorporate
economics and/or Africana (Black) political econonsgntent into the Africana Studies
curriculum (Malveaux, 2008; Conrad, 2005; ljere72p As this movement continues to gain
momentum, the charge to create courses that devaiagents’ proficiency in providing
economic analysis and challenging existing econotnéories has remained a quandary for
Africana Studies programs. As illustrated aboveerehis a constituency of contemporary
scholars that have taken on the task of assedsingtate of Africana economics. Concluding a
panel at the 2005 National Economic Association f@@mce, a group of African-centered
economists generated healthy discussion aroundetbe for a new methodological approach to
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economics (Nembhard & Forstater, 2008).

The inability of the neoclassical mainstream eoic analysis to offer Africana
communities, on a micro or macro level, any suéinti means for structural change,
demonstrates the need for alternative economic lmodenfortunately, Africana economists
have remained committed to existing economic idgiek Thus the methodological approach
this work recommends is a synthesis of an Afrocemtrethodology and Cruse’s challenge to
economists in his previously mentioned work.

Articulating a Afrocentric Methodology

The historical practice and the current state otevbupremacy gravely contribute to the
historical and cultural displacement of the Afrimsacommunity. The Eurocentric intellectual
project has been highly successful in standardifogopean’s cultural and methodological
approach to understanding the universe and studiimmgan inquiry. Moreover, research
employing a Eurocentric orientation has consisyentlsunderstood Africana phenomena and
has failed to prescribe effective recommendationsaéidressing the issues confronting Africana
communities.

To adequately explore the dynamics of Africana peepeconomic conditions, this
research recommends that an Afrocentric methododbgapproach be employed. The
Afrocentric methodology combats the negative effauft insufficient modes of evaluation by
placing people of African descent at the centeranlysis (Asante 1990, 2003). More
importantly, an Afrocentric methodology maintaimsit African people’s historical experiences
and culture serve as the essential ingredient fakimy sense of African phenomena. This
research uses Wade Nobles’ definition of cultureictvis defined as “a general design for living
and patterns for interpreting reality,” (Nobles,859 p. 102). African culture provides African
people with a framework that defines, promotes, @efeénds their belief systems, norms, values
and morals. Kobi Kambon (2003) refers to Africarture as the survival thrust of African
people. Thus, African culture promotes and defekfdsan people’s way of life.

The Afrocentric methodological approach is informleg the Afrocentric paradigm.
According to Asante (2003) “Afrocentricity is a fd8ophical perspective associated with the
discovery, location, and actualizing of African agg within the context of history and culture”
(2). Asante (1990) argues that “The Afrocentricteeprise is framed by cosmological,
epistemological, axiological, and aesthetic isslreshis regard, the Afrocentric methodological
approach pursues a world voice, distinctly Africaamntered in relationship to external
phenomena” (8). Moreover, African’s way of orderiend understanding the universe and ways
of constructing knowledge and value systems musteldrally located when analyzing African
realities. The Africana community has a multitedeorms, values, and shared beliefs. These
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should be the linchpins of any methodological drebtetical approach utilized to make sense of
the African experience.

An Afrocentric approach, as it relates to economicballenges the validity of
neoclassical mainstream economic paradigms in exptathe persistence of racial inequality in
wealth, the operation of labor and capital markats] the competitive process in acquiring
wealth (Nembhard, 2008: p. 772). To advance tlim@wmic analysis of Africana communities,
this work offers four Afrocentric methodologicalipeiples: 1) Feefeemuni; 2) Hu Hia; 3) Boa
no; and 4) Adwenkyere.

Feefeemuni

The first Afrocentric methodological principle renmended is feefeemuni, a West
African Akan term that refers to the researcherhe TFeefeemuni principle requires that
researchers immerse themselves in the communityighlaeing observed. Researchers must
acquire an intimate understanding of the commusityiique norms, values, and ways of being.
Feefeemuni is a guideline that rejects the notioobgectivity. The Afrocentric methodological
approach acknowledges that all researchers camyltaral bias; thus, feefeemuni seeks to
maintain a level of authenticity when collectingdamterpreting data. This methodological
principle aims to secure that communities will besessed on their own terms. More
importantly, feefeemuni seeks to safeguard agamsingruent analysis among the community
being researched and the researcher.

Hu Hia

The second methodological principle proposed isHia, another West African Akan
term that exemplifies the centrality of the comntysi experience. Like the Afrocentric
paradigm, this principle stipulates that a thorowyamination of the community’s historical
experiences be conducted and included in any dmalys interpretation of the findings.
According to Ruth Reveire (2001) “... the experenhof community members are the ultimate
authority in determining what is true and, therefoare the final arbiter of the validity of
research about their lives” (713). Hu Hia requittest a proper historical context is needed to
produce an adequate analysis.

Boa no

The third Afrocentric methodological principle i®8 no, a West African Akan term that
refers to the method used to gather/collect datta Bo necessitates that researchers utilize
methods that are appropriate for collecting datemfrthe targeted population. Furthermore,
researchers are encouraged to use a multi-metlsedrnd model that would aid in creating a
multidimensional analysis. Methods used to colteta must not be intrusive for participants.
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Researchers are encouraged to utilize both queditabd quantitative methods, which would aid
in creating a more accurate picture.

Adwenkyere

The fourth and final Afrocentric methodologicalnmiple is Adwenkyere, a West African
Akan term that refers to the obligation of the e¥sher to provide meaningful recommendations
for the community that is being researched. Adwenk&yequires that the researcher gear his/her
research endeavors toward advancing the targetlgiapu and society as a whole. Thus,
research must be liberatory.

The four above Afrocentric methodological prinelwill aid in advancing research in
the area of Africana economics. To further advattee Afrocentric methodology, this study
explores Cruses methodological principles (McDoug@l1; Carroll, 2008).

Articulating Cruse’s Methodological Points

Harold Cruse’s challenge to economic theorists¢ate new models and theories geared
toward economic development is at the core of rethodological approach. Cruse introduces
the concept of “New Institutionalism,” which refes a multidimensional approach to Africana
economics. Cruse definebléw Institutionalism” as the necessity for Black economic theorists
to develop “a new and dynamic synthesis” of “poéitieconomics, and culture for the studied
creation of new economic forms” (Cruse, 1967; Tahe2008: p. 706). Cruse suggests that
Africana economists have not taken seriously thallehge of separating themselves from
“White economics” (ideologically and in the praeti@pplication) and attributes this largely to
their academic training. The methodological assestioutlined in Cruse’s work present a
conceptually sound framework that complements thevipusly discussed Afrocentric
methodology. Cruse’s framework offers two key @ast that strengthen the Afrocentric
methodological approach: 1) Its call for a radiapproach to engage an economic theory that
synthesizes politics, economics, culture, and hstbcontext; and 2) It promotes the utilization
of a culturally specific prospective in developiagd applying radical social theory. A
methodology that includes politics, economics, ugtand historical context positions Africana
economic theorists at a vantage point to chartappropriate course of action. Regarding
collective consciousness, Cruse argues that withazulturally specific economic analysis and
agenda, the Africana intelligentsia will be concegtly lost. He argues

... this dilemma rests on the fact that Americajcihdealizes the rights of the
individual above everything else, is in realitynation dominated by the social
power of groups, classes, in-groups and cliquesthk éthnic and religious. The
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individual in America has few rights that are nacked up by the political,
economic and social power of one group or ano(@use, 1967: p.7)

Therefore, Cruse contends that a collective grausacousness is the foundational component
for Africana intellectual leadership. It is also amperative concept for Africana researchers as
they contextualize the state of the African comrhuniCruse advances his point by articulating
three crucial methodological considerations:

1. The orientation of [Africana] leadership and Blaekonomic theorists toward racial
integration, and their fear of being labeled nadist or separatist limits their ability to
lead the [African] Community in the developmentdBlack economy.

2. The proper historical basis for the developmergaainomic models for a Black economy
must start with an updating of the economic programnBooker T. Washington and W.
E. B. Du Bois.

3. The development of a viable Black economy requihestheorization and creation of
new economic institutional forms, a new instituabsm, resulting in a new and dynamic
synthesis of politics, economics, and culture reirdl by the limited theoretical choices
of the standard (American capitalist or Marxist)dals. (694-95)

Cruse’s methodological points strengthen the Afintrie methodological guidelines, by infusing

a historically and culturally specific lens towaedonomics. While his points focus on the
African American social and political leadershipey offer a framework that compliments a Pan
African approach. In addition to Cruse’s methodatafpoints Tuaheed offers three guiding
dimensions for Africana economic theorists:

1. Analysis — is indicative of the community’s need kmowledge rather that speculation
about a perceived problem and the community ecosttsmole in data gathering, data
processing, analysis, and reporting.

2. Facilitation — Supports the community’s self-diextt actions in using knowledge
generated during analysis for planning and setscttramunity economist’s role in
facilitating rather than leading this process.

3. Consulting — defines the community economist’s rmledoing advocacy research to
support the community in policy development, progrianplementation, evaluation and
adjustment. (Tuaheed, 2008)

Cruse’s methodological points lead to a constrmatibfour additional methodological principles
that complete this proposed research methodologaratruction.
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1. Africana economic history must be analyzed witthi@ appropriate social, political, and
cultural environmental context.

2. The Africana community must be the dominant voice be the representative for any
analysis that portrays that community’s economadite

3. Research must provide raw data and outcomes foapljcation of economic theory.

4. While communities are given a local analysis ofrteeonomic realities, theorists must
evoke a collective consciousness when offeringmenendations and initiatives.

These four principles coupled with the Afrocentmethodological principles articulated above,
provides African-centered economists and Africanali®s scholars with a framework to engage
Africana economics.

Late great thinker Jacob Carruthers (1999) acdyratkarts the direction of future
scholarship when charging African intellectualshatite task of equipping themselves to engage
in intellectual warfare. The use of inappropriatetinodological approaches in studying African
phenomena has led to ineffective economic progrdahes,physical displacement of Africana
communities, and a systematic assault on the Afaccommunity’s spiritual, cultural, social,
political, and economic space. Historically, itgetual warfare has been waged in the academy
primarily around the issues of structural ineqyalimtellectual integrity and cultural hegemony.
Afrocentricity as a methodological approach affortisee researcher the autonomy to
appropriately investigate Africana people’s complegkonomic state. More importantly,
Afrocentricity stresses the use of African cultuiaracteristics as a reference point for
recommendations for economic development.

Incorporating Economics in the Africana Studies Curiculum

As early as 1972, Martin O. ljere proposed an atécienodel for an economic focus in
the Africana Studies curriculum that consisted afrfconcentrations: 1) Black contribution in
American economic history; 2) Economics of the gheB) Problems of human capital
formation; and 4) Economic problems of the Third Alljere, 1972: p. 150). ljere’s model
establishes a good foundation to build from, howeedoes not offer students a global
approach. In addition, it is deeply rooted in @itaist framework and does not offer much
space for exploring alternative approaches out$idestandard economic models. While ljere’s
model primarily focuses on Black economic condisiom the United States, it is worth
examining to measure its capacity to expand in ecpd conceptual depth. The intent is to
preserve the integrity of his proposal while reagufing the theoretical approach.
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First, utilizing a Pan African approach should loea the scope of course content. In
addition this research incorporates suggestionsamwto expand the model’s conceptual scope
as it relates to course content and objectivesr example, the model should examine the
Africana economic condition and identify the strérsgand weaknesses (contextualize Africana
people’s status in local, national, and global retsk ljere’s first concentration, “Black
contribution[s] in American economic history” istiaulated as a historical recovery division.
ljere suggests that this concentration should offeurses that explore influential African
American figures (innovators and inventors), orgations, and institutions. He contends that
courses should examine influential philosophicabrenic thinkers and emphasize their
respective role in advancing entrepreneurial ecoc®rijere (1974) proposes

A course in economic history should give full atien to the role of the Black

entrepreneur in American history. In doing so, $afship can be brought to bear
on the various functions of the entrepreneur. Bystematic examination of how
these apply to the Black, a good selection can bdensuitable for academic
study. (151)

In addition to the courses proposed, this reseaedommends that the concentration be
reconfigured into “The Africana community and GlbbBconomics.” Courses would
incorporate prominent Africana economic philosopha@d examine the practical application of
these philosophies. Courses would also examire staslies of local movements geared toward
resolving economic problems. Courses would exarhiagroblems that communities organized
around, the ideological principles that these moxai:m were based on, the movement’'s
leadership, methods of protest, the movement'ssgeahat the movement accomplished, how
efficient the movement was and the movement’'s sbhorings. These courses would provide
students with a body of knowledge rooted in ecomofistory with a focus on prominent
economic philosophies and labor movements. Theadrmation would be expanded to include a
global analysis of Africana economic theory andiaoactivism. This particular concentration
will expose students to Africana activity in varsoeconomic systems. More importantly,
students will be able to identify parallels betwe¥ricana economic social movements, which
will help to foster a collective consciousness.

liere’s second proposed concentration, “Economi¢ee Ghetto,” focuses on conducting
research geared toward solving economic problentkeofjhetto. He recommends that courses
in this concentration provide students with natloeaamination of “underdevelopment or
poverty so that students will appreciate that Acgaripoverty is not unique and that there are
many other kinds of ghettos in the world” (ljer®,74: p. 157). ljere (1974) explains

It is imperative to investigate, analyze, and pnésiee complexities of ghetto life,
without having it crowded out in the general treatnof the other two above
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courses. It should employ the same techniqueseys blut the illustrations should
draw from the ghetto and not from the advanced etgnGhetto economics
embraces a field of "pocket" underdevelopment, widtuliar poverty-linked
characteristics surrounded by a region of abundaneéfluence. (157)

This researcher’'s recommendations are two-foldTHi} concentration be re-termed “Africana
Political Economy: Economic Development and the @laxity of Poverty;” and 2) In addition
to researching the nature and severity of povertyAiricana communities, this essay
recommends exploring social, political, historicahd institutional causational factors that
contribute to Africana community’s dire economiaddions. Like the previous concentration,
courses would explore case studies that chart tbaoenic status of Africana communities
throughout the globe. Students will also be cingiégl to immerse themselves (in regards to
class assignments) in local impoverished communitte study conditions of unemployment,
underemployment, substandard housing, the questimaustries, transportation, social welfare,
professional training and the politics of race anafessional mobility.

ljere’s third concentration, “Problems of Human @apFormation,” offer courses that

explore the “training, utilization, and deploymeoft Africana labor” (ljere, 1974: p.159). In

addition, ljere (1974) recommends that courses ea@rthe application of the “theory of

manpower and womanpower planning, the role of eitutan Black economic development,
different programs to eliminate underemployment amémployment and to obviate human
waste” (159). This research recommends that thicemration be re-termed “Africana Labor
and Professional Development.” Course content weinain the same; however, it is
recommended that the scope of the concentrati@xpanded to include other African Diasporic
communities.

The fourth and final concentration proposed byeljsr“Economic Problems of the Third
World.” ljere (1974) suggests that courses in ttuacentration should examine “international
trade relations and industrial economics” (159).atidition, he contends that courses should
focus on the “economic problems of developing coest key concepts of capitalism,
communism, and socialism and how the allocationresfources is carried on within these
systems” (159). This research recommends thailmhf concentration be re-termed “Economic
Theories and ldeologies: Excavation in Theory Qmasion.” It is suggested that courses focus
on critically examining the leading economic systeas well as global economic relations
between nations with a particular focus on Africaaéions. Courses will explore relationships
that African countries have with other nations amdmine the dynamics of those relationships.
Furthermore, courses should also offer student®tigh treatment of new radical theories for
Africana economic development. Course contenhis ¢oncentration will attempt to gage the
economic state of Africana communities and exploeal movements that address systemic
barriers.
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ljere thus proposes a detailed economic model fioic#&na Studies. Ultimately, his
model is heavily geared toward the African Ameriaperience and the capitalist economic
framework. This work recommends that ljere’s moblelexpanded in scope to present a Pan
African approach to the study of Africana economicdMore importantly, this research
incorporates a component that seeks to exploreakditernatives to existing economic models.
In all, this essay attempts to expand the modeflaate one that embodies the role, mission and
purpose of Africana Studies while providing a peant study of Africana economics. This
model coupled with the methodological approactcaldied above helps to advance the dialogue
of incorporating Africana economics within the Afna Studies curriculum.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the discipline of Africana Studiesust take positive steps toward
incorporating an Africana economic concentratidrne collective economic state of the global
Africana community would greatly benefit from anrééentric examination/analysis of Africana
economics. In addition, the discipline of AfricaBtudies must engage and explore all facets of
Africana phenomena to serve as a transformativetage African liberation and the study of
economics is crucial to this process. While thecigiine is fairly new, it is imperative that it
continues to evolve and expand in scope. The mexjor step of its evolution is the
institutionalization of Africana economics withimsdiplinary curriculum.

An Afrocentric methodology will aid in producinglstion based scholarship that targets
and addresses African economic development. Théadelogical component articulated in
this research is a synthesis of Afrocentric methagloal principles and Harold Cruse’s
methodological points. The methodological condtradvanced in this work seeks to guide
researchers toward an appropriate (as it relatdsstorical and cultural context) and holistic
treatment of Africana economics.

The economic model proposed by Martin ljere prosithe field with a strong foundation
to build upon. While the infusion of economicspmlitical economy has been difficult, ljere
lays the groundwork for a study of the Americanremoy and the Black community. As
informed by Afrocentricity, this research recommeigat the model be expanded to incorporate
a Pan African perspective to investigate the Afrecaylobal economic reality. The model is
grounded in economic history, economic theory acoesibn and the examination of the
interworking of economic systems. This study codgethat this model activates the role,
mission and purpose of Africana Studies and hoti@dield’s commitment to social activism.
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