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Abstract

This paper investigates how interrogative clauses used to perform various functions
within the society and how they are used to exipbiver within different human structures.
A critical survey of interrogative clauses presetitsm as instruments that project power
among different groups within human processesidatiDiscourse Analysis complemented
with Speech Acts constitutes the theoretical frapré&vor the study. The data for this study
were culled out from selected texts of Akachi Adim&zeigbo namelyThe Last of the
Strong Ones, Fractures and Fragments, Echoes inMhmel and Children of the EagleA
total number of thirty- eight interrogative clausesre selected from these texts to show the
different uses to which interrogative clauses aregs well as to observe how clauses are
used to demonstrate the interplay of power. These \8ubjected to content analysis with a
view to bringing out the inherent power relationghim the interrogative clauses. The data
revealed that interrogative clauses go beyond ¢bpesof seeking for information. Different
interrogative clauses as shown in the data werd tseshow the interplay of power and
various illocutionary forces among different classé people. These range from surprise,
amazement, indignation, anger, emotion, wishesathsarcasm, social ills, and many others.
It also revealed that dominant personalities thieided power intentionally exercised such
over the seemingly powerless class among varioapleen the society. The significance of
this is seen in the fact that language is usedetéopm various functions within the social
system. The knowledge of this would help languaggraito see beyond the linguistic items
and concentrate on areas where there are povagiored and possibly abuse of power within
the clause system in order to correct the abusesddda within human processes so as to
enhance equality and fairness for a better saciety
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Introduction

Language is a multifaceted phenomenon in terms saige. This is so because human
language changes and reacts to different situatms circumstances. As circumstances
change, language also changes. This supports Edsegid’'s view cited by Kilgour (1999)
that “language is not only a vehicle for the expr@s of thoughts, perceptions, sentiments,
and values characteristic of a community; it alspresents a fundamental expression of
social identity.”Sapir said” the mere fact of a coon speech serves as a peculiar potent
symbol of the social solidarity of those who seék tanguage.” In essence language
represents the means by which humans project theught to express various occasions
they find themselves. Through language, human keiognstruct and enact different
processes within the society. Language providesnibans of uniting or dividing people,
expressing feelings, ideas and so on. In additi@man be used to indicate status, position and
power. In essence, language is a potent weapouwildfing different ideological structures
within any known society.

Power

Power is seen as an ability possessed by partipalaon(s) which is used to control, direct,
actions and behaviour of other people or entitiess also a means by which an entity
projects and tries to cause changes which may n&ppeugh different forms of constraints
on human actions” Wikipedia (2009). Writing on timmateness of power to the being of
humans, Bertrand Russell notes that “of the irdimitterests of (wo) man, the chief are the
desires for power and glory” (1938:11). Max Weldg354) considers power in terms of some
advantages to be enjoyed by the wielder of it; behe considers it as ability (1954:23). This
ability, according to Weber, propels individualsaittualize their personal will in a group act
that is social as well as communal. This shows tiimate is acquiescence and conformity on
the part of the powerless, or the dominated. Ftimaut the consent of the characters that are
powerless, the powerful ones may not enjoy dononafl he French theorist Michel Foucault
(1980) also pays much attention on the socially idated inKnowledge and Powewrhere
he reveals the structures of power and social ebnfio Foucault, in every society, power
manifests as a “network” and as a ‘dense web inajgaratuses and institutions’. The
feminist, Marilyn French (1985), declares that powa@nnot be everlastingly guaranteed and
it is the refusal to allow power circulates thaade sometimes to its abuse. French asserts
that:

Power is a process, a dynamic interaction. To haseer really

means to have entry to a network of relationshipa/ich one can

influence, persuade, threaten or cajole others tavltht one wants or

needs them to do...One does not possess power.ntedrao the

dominators by hosts of other people, and that griantnot

unretractable ... (French, 1985: 509).
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In addition to the above understanding of poweraasetwork of relationships, we can
distinguish between primary power which is a forhtoercion that involves the direct and
personal use of force, and secondary power whighlves a situation whereby the third
party exercises delegated power to invoke thredisrce or social constraints on others.

There are different ways by which power may be hdkis may be through delegated
authority, social class that involves material vitgahscribed power, expertise which involves
the possession of particular ability or skills, Wwiedge ,money, force which can be in form
of violence, military might, coercion, social inflace of traditions, domination/submission in
relationships and others (Wikipedia, 2009).

Interrogative Clauses

These are clauses that ask questions in diffecgnts. The ultimate goal of an interrogative
clause is to seek for information from the heater,clarify some doubts or to get a

confirmation or a denial of a particular fact whéiere is any. This can take various forms
through the application of the different types aégtion form we have as are outlined below:

Yes/no question
Why question

Tag question
Exclamatory
Rhetorical question

abhwNE

Yes/no question: - This is type that only demandsaeceptance, confirmation or a denial
of the proposed fact from the hearer. Thus, a €mpk or no is required from the adressee.
Such do not need any details whatsoever. Exampkaese are given below:

i. Is he your brother?
il. Have you any pen?
iii. Was she at the meeting?

In constructing this type of interrogative clausee operator comes before the subject while
the whole clause has a rising terminal pitch.
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Inter-relation of operator and subject verb in gesjuestion.

Will you carry the task?
Operator subject verb (Rise Tone)
Can't I talk to her?

Operator subject verb

When an auxiliary is absent in the verb phrase, thed the verb ‘do’ can be introduced
before it can function as a question. It can alsased as an operator. Examples of these are
shown below:

0] Johnhascome _____ Has John come?
(i) She dresses well ———»  Does she dress well?
(iii) They were coming ——» were they coming?
WH-question: - These are clauses that ask questising any of the interrogative

words like who, whom, whose, what, when, where, lao why.

These interrogative words are also referred to hselments. To have them in question
forms; the interrogative words usually come firsthe clause. Also, the clause structure that
contains the interrogative word is always the leladise or phrase in the sentence structure,
examples are provided below:

1. Which one of these are you picking?
2. Why are you not coming with me?

Wh-questions, unlike the yes/no type require dedaihformation on the question posed by
the speaker. The answer expected here will regpeeific and more detail information about
a particular thing, person, place, time, and matmers. Also, the tone for the wh-question
usually falls. In clauses one and two above, ttssvans can be as we have below:

i. | am picking the green bag
il. Because | have an assignment
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Tag questions: - The basic of the questions isui@eof operator and pronoun, which may or
may not consist of a negative particle. Tag quastimake declarations, which may be true or
otherwise. The speaker’s view is sought for, toficonor de-affirm the statement made. The
speaker makes some assumptions which may be thimtbut he wants the hearer to further
clarify. He, therefore, seeks for the hearer’s mpinas we have in the following examples:

She dances well, doesn’t she?
He doesn’t wear his uniform, does he?
The guests have eaten rice, haven't they?

When a falling tone is used for the tag questibmdicates that such statement only needs a
confirmation from the hearer since the speakeuis sf the fact of the statement. When the

tag question has a rising tone, it shows that sggreigknot quite convinced of the statement,

and he needs the comment of the hearer on theosttite fact.

Exclamatory question: - This particular type ofembgative clause has the form of an

exclamatory clause. The speaker in this regardish@lvery strong and positive attachment to
a particular thing and calls the attention of tlearder to his conviction so that the hearer can
confirm or agree with him.

The normal order of operator + subject is achievedquestion mark is absent, instead an
exclamatory mark is used, as shown in the exaniyaksv:

Haven't you heard!
Wasn't it a wonderful experience!
How on earth!

Rhetorical question: - This is a form of interragatclause that exhibits the characteristics of
a strong and powerful statement. The statemenbeamegative or positive. The intonational
pattern is usually a rising one. Examples are ptesebelow:

Can she claim innocence to that?

Is my husband going to blame me?

Critical Discourse Analysis

The basic aim of CDA is to expose various optionailable to the reader. It does this by
asking questions, focusing on problems and by cotintlya critical analysis on some of the
guestions and problems on ground. At the end ol suitical analysis, general inferences
could then be drawn. CDA looks at language in refato the practices in the society. Thus,
it spreads its tentacles to areas such as polg&rgler, institutions, media, and so on as these
relate to power and ideology within the social tstrim which they operate. In other words,
there is no study on CDA that will not feature thm@ajor concepts, namely: the concept of
power, the concept of history and the concept @blidgy.
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CDA is seen as a potent weapon in fighting the adodisorders in the society. It offers

pragmatic results to social issues and problemsA @@es not look at a problem at its face
value but it uses its searchlight on some likelgpranounced factors that might have elicited
or contributed to the problem. Thus, factors suglcwdture, society, power and ideology are
considered. CDA, in essence, is of the view thatehs no way by which we can ostracize
discourse actions or activities from the sociegt hroduces them. Various things within the
society, like the policies, events, settings ardems directly or indirectly affect the discourses
that take place within those structures. CDA islbasn making choices and making specific
selection, which is based on the type of socialrdier one is examining.

CDA is not holistically and inherently a researefented method of enquiring a particular
discipline but it has an interdisciplinary approaohthe problems within the social milieu.

Thus, it does not give aeady-made’ how-to-do it approach to social analysis, but it
emphasizes that, for each study, a thorough theateanalysis of a social issue must be
made in order to select which discourse and whadias structures will be analyzed and
worked upon. As a matter of fact, CDA questionsifapthallenges information, processes,
ideas and so on. Such are not taken at their fat@eyomission of information is not

allowed. While facts are distinguished from opirspdifferent reasons for different reactions
are adduced and assessed.

CDA seeks to reveal how language is used and abus#te exercise of power and the
suppression of human rights (Wardhaugh 2001:14)hénwords of Locke (2004:2), “CDA
must be seen as a political intervention with itsisocially transformative agenda”. In this
regard, it is pertinent to know that CDA does ndraine utterances in isolation but they are
examined based on the context, social and cultBmate it is a critical analysis, it involves a
critical and careful survey of the material, whichany case must be done in a systematic
way in order to have an achievable goal.

The whole essence of CDA can be summarized useng/tinds of Wardhaugh (2001:14):

This work, (CDA) (emphasis mine) focuses on how
language is used to exercise and preserve power and
privilege in society, how it buttresses socialitasions, and

how even those who suffer as a consequence fadaiize

how many things that appear to be ‘natural’ andrmel’ are

not at all so. They are not so because it is poelations in
society that determine who gets to say what and géts to
write what.

In the same vein, Wodak (1995:204) notes that thipgse of CDA is to analyze ‘opaque as
well as transparent structural relationship of dwance, discrimination, power and control
manifested in language. She adds that:
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CDA studies real and often extended instances cfkmteraction,

which takes (partially) linguistic form. The crifit approach is
distinctive in its views of (a) the relationshiptiween language and
society, and (b) the relationship and the practaeslyzed (Wodak,
1996:173).

Speech Acts

The theory of speech acts is a reaction agaesphilosophy of language which specifies
that any sentence which cannot be verified by englianalysis is not meaningful. Austin’s
view is posthumously published in his seminal pedilon, titled ‘How to do things with
words’. In this selected work, he posits that egpiens by any speaker do more than
specifying truthfulness of the falsity of expressidMeaning is achieved based on many
factors both linguistic and extra linguistics. Téesire some expressions that have more
meanings than merely showing whether they are druialse. Austin opines that different
utterances are used to perform different functionsommunication. This simply means that
an act of saying something shows an act of doingesling. Austin sees utterances that users
make as capable of showing relationships betweléereint users and capable of performing
different communicative functions. To him, utteras@o not only communicate information,
they can stand as verbal actions since actions d&ctually taken place (Austin, 1962).

Austin distinguishes between the speech acts \bdisnvolve activity and the speech acts
that only state since they describe events. Hegédethe first as the performatives, while the
second category is called the constative. He howeategorizes illocutionary acts into five
classes which are: verdictives (acts that giverdigeor a finding) exercitives (acts that give
excercise or show power and influence), commissiigeds that give promise or show
intention) behabitives (acts that express attitude)l expositives.

Searle (1969) draws his line of argument as an argment on Austin in the way he

categorizes the illocutionary since he is of thewithat there are overlapping in this

categorization and at the same time, there are goagmatic acts that Austin categorization
does not takes care of. With a little modificatiem Austin’'s categorization, Searle

categorizes illocutionary acts into five. These mpresentatives (acts that show different
situations through claim, affirm, assertion, etcdmmissive (acts that shows the hearer
commitment to do certain things); expressives (#tds show the speakers attitude or the
speaker’s psychological feelings to a particulang)y directives (acts that make the hearer to
do something); declaratives (acts that changetacplar status, situation or condition).

According to Huddleston (1976:130), “the illocutayg force of an utterance depends on a
variety of contextual factors, such as the beliagsumption, intentions of speakers and their
relative social statuses, which will not alwayseressed in the grammatical structure of
the sentence uttered. In other words, a sentencanantterance for example which has

imperative structure can be used in an appropsatéal context to give a command or an

instruction, express a wish and perform myriad thieo functions. Mey (2001:95) captures

the meaning of speech acts better when he states th
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Speech acts are verbal actions happening in thédwottering a
speech act, | do something with my words. | perfamactivity that
at best intentionally brings about a change iretkisting affairs.

Authorship’s Background

It is germane to introduce the writer of the sedddext Akachi Adimora- Ezeigbo (AAE) to
the reader before practical analyses of the seldetds are undertaken. This is because there
is no way by which a writer can be dissociated fitoen world and environment. This is true
of Akachi Adimora- Ezeigbo because a cursory lookher numerous works reveal her
underlying ideological motifs and concerns. Thisension is deemed crucial to the full
understanding of the writer's preoccupations. Akagdimora-Ezeigbo is a veteran and
prolific writer. Her writings cover areas such awventure, folktales, history, health, religion,
and others. She also writes for all categorieseoipjpe, both young and old and also writes on
every conceivable topic, though she still has sdefaite passions which run through some
of her writings. Akachi Adimora-Ezeigbo has presenherself especially as it concerns her
life, background and career world on the pagefefselected texts especially@hildren of
The Eagle(COTE). This makes it extremely difficult for theader to draw a line of
demarcation between her world and the fictionallloAAE is a lecturer who has reached
the highest cadre of her career though without naiaiggle. This is sarcastically presented
in different narrations in the selected texts ie tiscussion on books, publications and
promotions. Against this backdrop too, one tendsumolerstand different references to
tyrannical lecturers, racial discrimination agaifaseign student and a host of other processes
that depict the interplay of power.

Having considered the theoretical issues undenpinttiis work in the preceding sections, the
concern of the subsequent sections will be on thieiges of CDA and Speech analysis at

investigating how power is embedded and construatethe society using the means of

interrogative clauses. This will show to a largée@k how interrogative clauses serve as tools
for the projection and enacting of different formispower within the society as discussed

below:

Interrogative Questions as a Device for the Represttion of Powerin
Selected Texts of Akachi Adimora- Ezeigho

While the speakers in the declarative clauses assbenroles of providing information and
performing some other illocutionary acts, differguiestion types as evident in the texts are
used not only to elicit responses but also to stifferent types of communicative processes
among discourse participants. The act of questipisim strong indication of class and power
in the society. This can be seen in the variousswaywhich the powerful exercise power
over the powerless. The table below illustrates hderrogative clauses are used to perform
various illocutionary acts among different groupgeople to indicate power.
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S/IN | Utterances lllocutionary | Relationships
acts
1 “Engine number? Chasis number? Show Policeman versus
them to me? He barked. Fire extinguishe[7nterrogation | motorist
Where are your caution signs? Arthur
assisted by the driver, patiently pointed all
these to him.
You smuggled in this car through the
border, didn’t you? He accused”. (FQJ
accusation
2 “See, your brake light is not showing on
this side. Can you see it? ...It was workingconfirmation
when | checked it yesterday.
Arthur expresses surprise “What could have
happened?” “You are asking me? You see
what | mean?"The policeman is
triumphant”. (FOps)
surprise
“Show me your highway code. My
3 | what...?” (FORog) amazement
4 “What do | do now? Is he as bad as thatP Is
he the only one? Why didn’t they go for theonfusion lecturer versus student
girls who have appetite for this kind of
game? So tell me what do | do?” (RgF surprise

What do | do now?




“This small yam for twenty nea?” She hau
cried, with a sneer. Madam, this yam na
him you dey call small?” He had replied,

smiling. Please tell me how much you want

for the yam. | want ten of them. | don’t
have time to argue”. He was surprised th
she should be so irritable.

“Haba, Madam,” “he has said .making a
joke out of the matter. Abi na quarrel?
“Who’s quarrelling with you? Just becaus
| want to buy yam from you?”...

“Why you big people no want spend
money? You want make | dash you dey
yam? Who are you talking to? You stupi
miserable man? | don’t have time ...you
(EITM129)

Power

At

1S

seller versus buyer

How many of you will stand up for the subtle pastor versus member
Lord? (FORg) request

Can we be of help to you? Asked one of thieves versus citizen
them who looked the oldest among them|.offer

“You are sure you don’'t need help? clarification

Are you sure those bolts are tight enough?”

(FOFRg) questioning
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Although the speaker (a policeman) in utterancadages in his normal activity, his duty is

to interrogate and conduct checks of the vehictasuthents and other things. He takes an
undue advantage of his normal official activityeiwercise power over the motorist. Usually,

relationship within the cultural setting of the absirse is given a great value. But the
policeman does not respect this because he doeshowtrelationship exchange which could
be in form of compliments or greetings.

The motorist here is at the mercy of the policenbetause of the undue influence and power
he exercises and exhibits. The policeman in utterdndominates the discourse piece. He
directs five enquiries at the motorist at a time gives the motorist no chance to respond to
any of the questions one at a time. Thus, the @olan takes a dominating grip of the
discourse and leaves the motorist in a confused atato which of the questions to respond
to first. This serves as a good way of throwing anwary motorist off his balance. Even in
performing his routing through various questiof® policeman is said to be barking. It is
also found out that, instead of asking questiorthénfifth question like clause directed at the
motorist, the policeman accuses the motorist ofrfgasmuggled in his car.

In conducting all these activities, the policemanfprms different illocutionary acts which
strongly tend towards a deliberate exercise of powhe last interrogation in utterance 1
shows the continuation of the dominant grip theigeohan holds and exercises on the
motorist. The police officer in this car pointetattention of the motorist to the brake light
of the car which has stopped working. The motalesims that the brake light is still working
the last time he checked it to which he uttersogiinestion we have above in order to show his
surprise. Unfortunately, the policeman takes hinonghis and expresses his satisfaction on
the fact that he is able to pick an offence agathetman since he seems to have scaled
through the first set of checks conducted on hisaod particulars.

The motorist's encounter with another police office presented in utterance. The police
officer asks Arthur, the motorist to present highiway code. This sounds so strange to the
man that he asks: “My what?” to show his amazemtdistresponse infuriates the officer to
the extent that the policeman takes offence and es®orts to abusive language. This shows
the level of aggression and the type of power ibaexercised by some policemen at
checkpoints.

Through the exchanges we have above, the writdingly shows the nature of the police
force that is prevalent in the cultural settingtloé text. Among these are: inability to show
politeness, using different devices to extort mofreyn the motorists, insensitivity to the
plights of the motorists, and the use of abusinglage.

The same grip of power is revealed in utteranc&h#. lecturer in this case is determined to
sleep with Adesua, who is one of his students. [Ebrirer represents the power holder. He
has threatened the girl that if she refuses himyilemake sure that she fails the courses he
teaches continuously. The above conversation shiogvslesperation of the girl, as she uses
questions to show her confused state of mind andrmeillingness to concede to the wish of

the tyrannical lecturer.
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Also, utterance 5 shows a case of the dominanicfawoman) who uses wh- questions to
show her status as the powerful when she engagtsdaurse with a yam seller. As the yam
seller is trying to appeal to the sense of humduthe prospective buyer, the woman
distances herself from the man, and appears toouseminded for such jokes and humour.
Status is brought to the fore here. The woman densithe social gap between her and the
yam seller and takes offence at his sense of hulmecause she feels that the yam seller has
out-stepped his boundary by attempting to engageconversation with her as it is presented
in utterance 5 above. Status is also signifiedutinothe medium of exchange. While the
woman uses Standard English to speak, the yanr sekaks in Pidgin English to show that
he belongs to the lower status in the society.

Utterance 6 shows another instance of how questonsised as a form of power. This is a
religious setting. The participants are the paatad the members of his congregation. The
pastor uses rhetorical questions to appeal to tirahipper’'s emotion, by appealing to their
sense of commitment. This could be said to be @ fof coercion. The leader uses this in
bringing the laity to an involuntary compliance, iatn is an exhibition of power. People
attend church in order to identify with God andwltbeir unalloyed faith in Him. By asking
the question in utterance above, the pastor tadsok them to a corner since nobody may
want to answer in a non-affirmative way, becaus#h stand the chance of being labelled an
outcast, a devil's agent or be seen in a negatag Bxamples like this make the writer to
comment that: “His captive audience listened witliuided attention” (EITMg).

Two groups of participants are recognized in utteea7. First, there is a lecturer who has a
flat tyre on her way home from work and is tryimgchange it. Second, there are some boys
who offer to assist the woman but have the intentd stealing from her. From their
interactions, it is discovered that interrogativauses do not only serve as a tool to elicit
information, they also serve as an instrument ttwsaxpression of offer. The speech above
expresses discoursal offer in interrogative formerE is no request here. Thus, the offer is
turned down with a simple “No thanks”, by the supgdly beneficiary. The insistence of the
agents involved in the unsolicited offer is an @adion of the fact that they have an
undeclared intention. A searchlight into their astshows two things; one, they assume that
in performing the act of changing a flat tyre ttag superior to the woman who is bent on
changing the punctured tyre herself; two, they wantise the opportunity to distract the
attention of the woman and steal from her.

Many of the clauses structured in question formnado strictly conform to the traditional
definition of an interrogative clause, which isdsdab make a request. These clauses are
structured in question form in order to performoa df roles, some of which are to show
surprise, amazement, indignation, anger, emotiashes, threat, sarcasm, social ills, and
many others.
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The use of wh-question in the representation ofgyow

SIN Wh-Question lllocutionary acts

8 Who are you talking Challenge
t0?(EITMhg)

9 What do you mean? Challenge

10 Why do you grudge me my Challenge

share of food?(FQOF)

11 What are you embarrassed

about anyway? )
Perplexity

Table 2

The wh-element is an important item in the struetaf a wh-question since it functions as
the theme and also serves as the element requésgéingformation from the hearer. In wh-
guestions, the speakers express their sinceresitiganess about particular things they are
not clear about. For instance in utterances 8,n@, Bl above, the speakers are making
enquiries on the reasons for particular actionsthsy hearers. Beyond these pieces of
information that are sought by the hearers is ttierplay of power embedded within the
clause. For example, utterance 8 shows the stdttisecspeaker as a rich woman who is
addressing a yam seller. She uses the above quéstiesponse to the statement made by the
yam seller to put a class boundary between theofwbem. In the same vein, utterance 9 in
one context shows that the question indicates aragleer than seek information; the hearer
thinks the speaker is questioning her professiandhority. The same question indicates
surprise in another context. Also, utterance 1(catés an aggression put in form of a
guestion by a seemingly dominated person who igltiaim the web of racism. Since she is
discriminated against by a white woman, she dedthiesituation by asking the white woman
the question above, in order to demand her right.

From the above, it could be seen that inasmuch lagjuestion seeks information and
clarification, as shown on the surface level witle £xamples above, power is entrenched
within the clause system. As can be seen in tHe t&ibve, wh-questions usually possess two
major themes. The words that suggest the thenteeiclauses above consist of the wh- item,
which usually occupies the first position, as veallthe subject of the questiofygou” in the
above situations.
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The use of rhetorical questions in the represemtaif power

Rhetorical questions

S/N | Rhetorical Statement lllocutionary acts

12 | What could | | could do nothing. helplessness
do?(COTRy)

13 | How can | forget? | cannot forget. Stating
(COTRsy)

14 | Do | have a choice? | do not have a choice. pessness

15 | “What will | tell my | don’t know what to tell| desperation

husband? ..." (EITMy). | my husband

16 | Why don't they go for They should go for the | desperation
the girls that have girls that have appetite
appetite for this kind | for this kind of game.

of game? (FOk)

Table 3

Rhetorical questions are very common in the seletésts. They are posed for various
purposes. They could be meant to show the speaktate of mind, amazement, anger,
expression of the state of the society (sarcasm)sanon. Generally, such questions do not
demand answers, because the answers may be gl&angetimes, the answers to such
guestions may even be the one that could be proigiehe speakers. Some of the rhetorical
guestions are equivalent to statements with theovaimof the g-element as shown in the
table above. In which case, rhetorical questiommsvsthe reactions of the dominated to the
dominant as can be seen above whereby various dtediparticipants are expressing their
helplessness, powerlessness and desperation thiteeigkterances above.

The Use of Direct Questions in the Representatiorf @ower

The table below illustrates the illocutionary ap&sformed by various participants using the
direct questions.
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S/N | Question lllocutionary acts

17 Aziagba, how are your children? Greeting
18 Who is that laughing? Enquiry
19 Was it a spirit that laughed? Threat

20 “What were you laughing at?” (LOT26) | Anger

21 “Obiatu, where were you yesterday whenQuestioning
Oluada visited your home?” (LOTS9

Table 4

It is very rare to see instances of women usingctliquestion iast of The Strong
Oneas opposed t@hildren of The EagleBut where it is used it has a status symbol agtdch
to it. For instance, utterance 17 shows the relahipp between an elderly woman and a
younger one. A mother uses the question form alsawve it in utterances 18 - 20 to show her
relational control over her daughter. This is ertdipat direct questions can be used to show
power relation, that is, the relationship betwdenpgowerful and the less powerful which can
be from a mother to the daughter or from an adul tyounger one as presented above. In
utterance 21, Onyekozuru is assuming to be speakirgehalf of Oluada and thus using the
power and status of Oluada in her speech. Theniosta from the selected texts where the
tone of the questions used by men are soften areiseases of glaring mockery, showing of
contempt and being scornful to another person, woimenost cases.

The Use of Declarative Questions in the Representan of Power

The table below presents utterances of declargtiestions as used in the selected texts.
Examples of these are found in the texts underiderstion.

S/N Question lllocutionary acts
22 Perhaps you have given me someone else’s i) | clarification
23 You are the man whose organ disappeared? (BJ)TM clarification
24 Daughter you are a nurse? (EITM1g) clarification/emphasig
Table 5
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These questions share the characteristics of déielkarsentences. The major difference
between a declarative sentence and a declaratiestiqn is the presence of the question
element. The major duty of the declarative quessdin emphasize a known fact. Also, they
can be used to clarify a point, to establish tihfulness or otherwise of a particular fact.
They are mainly used by the dominant like the molian to the accused as we have in
utterances 22-24 above. Such examples show thekesfeaattempt at validating the
truthfulness or otherwise of any proposition.

The Use of Yes/No Questions in the Representatiohower

S/N Yes/No question Response
25 Are Obot and her children not coming to eat wgR | They ate earlier
26 Can we be of help to you? Asked one of them who| Onoma relaxed “No
looked the oldest away .... thanks” ... | have almost
finished”.
Don’t worry, “she told the
27 “You're sure you don’t need help? Are you sure éqsyoung man. “I have done
bolts are tight enough?” (FQ4f this before thanks for you
concern anyway”
28 Is it by force? -
29 Are you alone? Yes, | am
Table 6

Although, there are examples of yes/no questioa tiipt give the normal response of yes/no
to the question, there are many instances in tleetse texts where yes/no structures do not
receive a yes or a no answer. Sometimes, questi@misnormally should have a yes/no

response fail to have this. For instance, in utiega25 above Amara decides to give a
sentence response instead of a word-response leeslaeiknows that a simple yes/no might
not satisfy the curiosity of Ogonna, who asks thesgion. Since she may want to know why
the children are not coming, if the answer is ia tiegative. The speech function in utterance
26 expresses discourser offer in the interrogdiiven. There is no request here, thus, the
offer is turned down with a simpleo thanks,’by the beneficiary.

The insistence of the agents involved in the un#&ell offer is an indication of a fact that the
agents have undeclared intention. A search ligtt their action as boys show that they
assume they are superior in performing the acthanhging a flat tyre than the woman who is
bent on changing it. But the beneficiary here naairg her dominant/powerful position as she
insists on changing the flat tyre to a spared tnes turning down their offer in the responses
given in utterances 26 and 27 above.
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In utterance 28, it could be seen that the yesimestipn structure fails to supply any

response, because the speaker is only showingdtercs mind in a question form when she
says “is it by force?”. She is not actually askany question, she is only trying to show her
disapproval and annoyance at the man because skebimingly overbearing at her and to
show her disapproval of the man’s love advancesetis no response from the man to this
question. In utterance 39, although the questi@s @syes/no form with a view to getting

either a yes or a no answer but the respondendeletd supply a simple sentence.

The Use of Tag Questions in the Representation obi®er

S/N Tag question Mood tag lllocutionary acts
30 They hate men Don’t they? (FQF | stating

31 You smuggled in this car Didn't you? (FQF | Clarifying

32 You can tell me Can't you? (EITsy) | Stating

33 We didn’t come around? Didn’t we? Affirmation
Table 7

The propositions expressed in the form of intertiogaabove are more closely related to
declaratives than to interrogatives. The speakeoseaare not ready to be committed to the
validity of their various propositions. So they bashosen the mood tag to show their non-
commitment to their earlier assertions. The flowth# information earlier given is impeded

as a result of the mood tags that are attacheds,Time interrogative structure is made
possible as a result of the mood tags. The moa@dnsgained in the declarative structure of
subject—finite order and not finite subject ordema have above

One Word Question

Some of these are words picked from the initiateseces of some speakers. They are picked
out of many words within the sentences for spegticposes, which can be for emphasis, to
clear doubt, to show the hearer’s state of mintlisther perspective towards what is being

discussed. This perspective can be that of surgtiseste, resentment, anger, sympathy, and
many others. Examples of these are presented below:
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S/N | One word question lllocutionary act
34 Junkyard? (EITI) Resentment

35 Robbed? (FO) Surprise

36 Really? (COTky) Surprise

37 | Abara? (LOTSQu) Affirmation
Table 8

In utterance 34 Lovina picks the above word fromr freend’s sentence, to show her
resentment and disapproval of the action of Folakey refers to her abode as “junkyard”.
The examples we have above are usually follow upsdme preceding statements or
guestions.

Conclusion

Akachi Adimora Ezeigbo has demonstrated throughuibe of interrogative clauses in the
selected texts that power is embedded within tlieegoand it manifests itself at different
levels. People wield power and exercise power aryelittle opportunity. AAE exposes
various areas where hidden power is exercised.hasriless’ and important interrogative
clauses may seem, they are mainly used to showrp&@he therefore emphasizes that the
instrument of domination and power relation witkine society is language and it is always
manipulatively used to uphold every form of convemil inequality within human
interactions. This study therefore shows that huspeeches are motivated and conditioned
by many things one of which is power as examinetthis paper. The paper has also exposed
the different areas where power relation is in @hath the aim of calling for the appropriate
usage of language that depicts fair treatment ofream.

Apart from the above, it is the suggestion of fhaper that specialists in language and power
should try to throw more light on areas where lagguis manipulatively used to enforce
domination and polarity within the society; thisndae made public through the use of mass
media like radio and television, newspapers ane@roforms. Also, various human rights
organisations can look more critically on how toypde litigation to the ‘underdogs’ in the
society. Though Nigerian laws allow for freedormspgech, such laws must be empowered to
litigate anybody who exercises his or her rightsspéech with the aim of dominating and
controlling the other. It is when all these are puplace that a linguistically friendly society
that places a high value on interpersonal commtinicgan be built. This will however go a
long way in gingering development of our society.

57

The Journal of Pan African Studjesl.4, no.8, December 2011



References

Austin, J. 1962How to do things with words. Oxford: Oxford UniviggdPress.

Ezeigbo-Adimora, A. 1996l he last of the strong ongsOTSO) Lagos: Vista Books.

Ezeigbo-Adimora, A. 200ZChildren of the eaglCOTE) Lagos: Vista Books.

Ezeigbg—Adimora, A. 2004&choes in the mindEITM) Lagos: African Cultural International
entre.

Ezeigbo-Adimora, A. 2006:ractures and fragment$FOF) Lagos: Africa Cultural Institute

Foucault, M. 1980Power/knowledge: selected interviews and other ingg Colin
Gordon, et al. Eds. New York: Panthedth= 108.

French, M. 1985Beyond power: on women, men and mordlsw York: Rinehart and
Winston

Kilgour,D. 1999 The importance of languag€algary: Southern Alberta Heritage Language
Association. http://www.david-kilgour.com/mp/salnim

Huddleston, R. 198#htroduction to the grammar of EnglisGambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Mey, J. 2001Pragmatics: an introductionJnited Kingdom: Blackwell.
Russell, B. 19380ower: a new social analysisondon: George Allen & Unwin

Searle, J. R. (1969%peech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Languaambridge
University Press: Cambridge, England.

Wardhaugh, R. (2003An Introduction to Sociolinguistictlnited Kingdom: Blackwell.

Weber, M. 1954Max Weber on law in economy and soci€gmbridge: Harvard University
Press.

Wikipedia. 2009. Definition of powerWikipedia: free online encyclopaedietrieved
March 14, 2009, from http://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/

Wodak, Ruth (1995). Critical Linguistics and Critidiscourse Analysis. In Jef
Verschuren, Jan-Ola Ostman, and Jan Blommaerf)(étimdbook of Pragmatics-
Manual Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publisi@ogipany: 204-210.

Wodak, Ruth (1996)rders of DiscourseNew York: Addison Wesley Longman.

58

The Journal of Pan African Studjesl.4, no.8, December 2011



