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TOWARD AN AFRICAN
VISION OF THE CARIBBEAN:

A Reflective Essay
David L. Covin

“This study explores a number of factors which suggest that an operational concept of the African
diaspora in the Caribbean region would be beneficial for the area’s African descendants. Those factors
-gre the vast numerical, material, and human resources of that population; and their unfortunate
objective and subjective conditions. These elements are reviewed by looking at census data, various
economic indicators, political conditions, and cultural influences,

The essay also considers a number of serious objections 1o the practicality of such a conception,
Those objections are the great diversity of African peoples even within single countries, the powerful
natiorial identities which people actually have, the linguistic differcnces, the large number and
diversity of the countries themselves, and the tacial conflict between Africans and mulattoes within
the group of African descendants;

Finally, examining diasporan concepts in comparison with classical liberal and Marxist concepts,
the essay concludes that constructs of the African diaspora whose ambitions are not overly grand, but
which build on nngamg institutions, relationships, and tendencies in the area can have a degree of

utility and should be attempted,

The Objective and
Subjective Imperatives

I believe there is a compelling
need for an analytical and pre-
scriptive concept of the African
diaspora which has utility for the
Canibbean region.,

There are three overwhelming
conditions which lead me to this
belief. One is the towering poten-
tinl of African people in the Carib-
bean. If we include both the LS.
and Brazil in the Caribbean re-
gion, and there are certainly
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Scisncn Mol mithstanding, ba & the suther ol
Brown Sky [Path Press, 1987 and & membar
ol The Joumal of Pan African Studles adio-
fin board, This ssay was presanied gt the
1806 Assocston for Canbbean Suudias mofer-
nga in Safvador da Bahi, Bragil,

sound grounds for doing so, 'the
people in the area who may trace
at least some African lineage
number more than 123,000,000,
They include 76,000,000 Brazil-
ians, the second largest national
population of Africans anywhere
in the world, including Africa.
They include 30,000,000 people
in the LS, with a GNP of $200
billion - which, if those
30,000,000 people constituted an
independent country, would have
the minth highest GNP in the
world. They include people from
thirty-four other countries, in at
least twenty-six of which African
descendanis constitute the major-
ity population group. ? They in-

| clude Physicisis and Nobel laure-
ates. They include managers and

workers, doctors, engineers,
chemists, and agronomists. They
inclode farmers and fishermen,
nurses, and builders, and soldiers.

They include some of the most
perceptive intellectuals in the
modern world, Thinkers. Wnt-
ers. Poets. Dancers. Singers.
Composers. They represent a
staggering human resource,

- The second condition pointing
to this need is the objective condi-
tion of African people throughout
theregion. As late as 1983 the un-
employment rate for Black youth
intheU.S. was 48.3%. In the U.5.
the adult Black unemployment
rate has remained consistently
double the white one. The Black
incarceration e in prisons is
837% greater than the white rate.
In 1979, 456,000 Black youths,
ages 16-19 were arrested, fifieen
percent of the age group. In 1980
Black youth committed 51% of all
violent juvenile crimes, more than
2,000 were homicide victims,
mestly at the hands of other Black
youth,
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These dismal characteristics
are not limited 1o the U.S.. The
restof the region is a full partici-
pant in the legacy of disasters.

In the West Indies, "... the
situation is désperate - desper-
ale enough to susiain a rate of
out-migration which is respon-
sible for the fact that there are
now as many West Indians
abroad as there are West Indi-
ans afr home.” *

Also, “... in the Caribbean...
itis notunusual to speak in terms
of 30% and 40% and even 50%
unemployment...'

For those who do stay the
labor situation is often far from
wanguil. “Strikes in Trinidad...
led to massive police attacks on
peaceful worker demonstra-
riaons, while in Guyana the state
tent in the soldiers to act as
staby and sirike breakers,”

In the Cadbbean, “Imports
coftinie to rise faster than ex-
poris, wunemployment has been
Increasing, food production has
been stagnant..." "

While Africans are the major-
ity group in most Caribbean
countries, they do not dominate
the economies.

“Foreign capital, mainly
U8, capital, dominates in com-
maodity production and ex-
change in the Caribbean...” "
This sitation produces clear-
cut negative effects for featres
of the economy such as balance
of trade and domestic prices.

“Monopoly capital employs
various rechnigues... for... un-
derpricing... Caribbean exports
and overpricing imporis from
the US. and other capiralist
economies.” "

| 78% for Grenada, 87% for Barba-

i ment of black prisoners; subhi-

In the decade 1960 - 70 the |
average net emigration as a per-
cent of the annual net increase in
population was 53% for Trinidad
and Tobago, '" 55% for Jamaica,

dos, 124% for Montserrat, and
142% for St. Kitts-Nevis. "'

In Guyana unemployment
stands at about 35%. 12

In Brazil, .., the lowest socio-
epornomic class is unquestionably
‘Black.” Brazl also witnesses,
... a pattern of disorganization
within the black social system
similar in many of its aspects to
the Narth American black urban
experience.” 1*

Black peoplein Brazil “... have
suffered racial discrimingtion in |
.. Wnemplayment, under employ-
ment; economic and social
marginalization; police and po-
firical repression and persecu-
tion; sexual, social and economic
exploitarion of black women...

| tion.

prasged of all the region's
peoples. Fanon's evocative book
“Wreiched of the Earth" comes
o mind. Universally, this is their
objective, their material condi-
It is also their subjective
condition. They are mentally -
spiritually - oppressed, repressed,
suppressed, and depressed. That
is the third condition crying out
for a functional concept of the
African diaspora. We do not have
a collective, positive vision of
ourselves anywhere in the region.

Speaking of the development
of Negritude by Damas and Ce-
saire from Martinique, an inter-
viewer from the Association of
Caribbean Studies writes, "The
termnegre inFrenchwas a perju-
rative one. It was like an insult.”
13

Zora Neale Hurston, writing of
a banquet in Jamaica - attended by
milattoes who had secured them-
selves declarations as honorary

not going to

being Afﬂ can.

subhuman conditions and trear- |

man living conditions...” **

The objective condition of Af-
ricin peoples throughout the Car-
ibbean is as the most oppressad,
repressed, suppressed, and de-

People who do not perceive
‘themselves as Africans are

organize on the basis of

whites - where the U5, Black
| scholar John Hope was invited,
says that John Hope began a toast
by saying, "We Negroes -." '* The
result, she says, was that, “Sev-
eral people all but collaps

This was in part because, “John
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Hope was whiter than any of the
mulatioes there who had them-
selves ruled white.” 17

St. Clair Drake writes,
“...there are mixed-blood groups
everywhere wha deplore their
African ancestry.." '*

Elsewhere we find that, “...the
peity bourgepisie perceived
‘Black Power', ‘Pan Africanism,
and the like as repulsive and
subversive,"

Subjective oppression 15 re-
flected by behaviors such as the
following, “... the West Indian
petry bourgeoisie... fall all over
themselves to erganize recrea-
tion for the metropolitan boyr-
geoisie under the guise of
towrism," *

Of Brazil one learns, "... evi-
dent throughout the society is the
emphasis given 1o European val-
ues as being superior hence they
are the most covered values, " %
And finally, and most chilling,
one observes that, “... virtually
all Brazilians, including blacks,
adhere to the official whirening
process as means of improving
their condition.” #

The upshot of the objective
and subjective conditions of Afn-
can people in the Caribbean is
that they have not reached their
dazzling potential. On the con-
trary, that promise has been stood
on its head and collectively its
heirs have been relegated to the
lowest standard of life in the
hemisphere,

The momentous and contra-
dictory conditions - of a brilliant
promise and a desperate reality -
put in relief the specific role re-
quired for thie analytical and pre-
seriptive concept of the diaspora

in the Canbbean.

Those who are on the bottom
are Africans. Everywhere. thisis
true in thirty-five separate coun-
tries, in the Northern hemisphere
and the Southem hemisphere, on
the North American continent and
the South American continent, on
the islands of the Caribbean and
the Central American isthmus.
the people occupying the lower
reaches of the social structure are
of African origin. Perhapsitisan
accident. [don't know, Isuppose
someone could work it out by
probability theory, Except that it
would probably be impossible to
calculate such odds, that collec-
tively - everywhere - by accident -

Africans are on the bottom.

The reason for their being the
cesspool of every political and
social system in the hemisphere
must be their African ancestry. It
is certainly not because they are
LI.5. nationals, or Bermudans, or
Jamaicans, or Bahamians, or
Nicaraguans, or Peruvians, or
Colombians, or Guyannans, or
Martinicians, or Trinidadians, or
Brazilians. Those are all separate
nationalites and Africans do not
have them in common. [t is not
because they are Catholic, or
Jewish, or Protestant, atheists, or
Candombles. Those are all sepa-
rate religions and Africans do not
have them in common. It is-not
because they speak French, Eng-
lish, Spanish, or Portuguese, The
languapes are differences be-
tween them, not elements which
they share. There is only one
element this incredible diversity
of peoples has in common, their
African origins.

Hence, it is that commonalty

| which provides a basis for their
cooperation and for relieving
their shared condition. Julius
Nyerere said it - as long as the
worldwide denigration of Black
people remains, black people
have tasks of mobilizing against
racism that demand uonified or
coordinated action that cuts
across all other divisions.

The Central Riddle

In order to understand how the
kind of cooperation that Julius
Nyerere alluded to must be fo-
cused, what its primary objectives
must be, itis necessary to address
a central conundrum, Put simply,
how is it, that with the amazing
array of t1alents diasporan Afri-
cans possess, they are at the rock-
bottom of every political, social,
and cultural ordes?

The snswer which emerges
from the data is itself a prescrip-
tion for acton. Diasporan Afri-
cans are abused everywhere, be-
‘canse now here are they in controf
of their own resources. The same
condition does not universally
apply 1o others. They often con-

trol their collective resources.
Those who are in control of their
OWn resources are also able - by
virtue of their collective position-
to control the resources of those
who don't control their own. Pan
of this - though only part of it - i
amatter of organization. Africans
everywhere are at the mercy of
every organized group in pan
because they are not collectively

organized - as Africans - 1o con-
trol their own resources.  They
may be organized, but they are not
organized as Africans. * And
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they are not organized as Africans
to control their own resources.

Reviewing some of the condi- |

tions cited above should reveal
how this clearly is the case,

The objective conditions of
Black people in the U5, providea
fruitful subject for such analysis.
One of the reasons why Black
unemployment Tates in the ULS.
are $0 high because the Black
people don't own enough produc-
tive enterprises to hire them-
selves, They don't control their
own labor. Indeed, they own no
substantial, productive part of the
U8, economy. They are almost
entirely consumers. They do not
contribute 1o their own wealth,
They contribute to their own im-
poverishment and to the wealth of
others. While money in the Viet-
namese commuonity in the U.S.
turns over eight or nine times be-
fore it returns to the wider econ-
omy, and so does money in the
Chinese community, and the Ital-
ian community, and the Irish
community, in the Black commu-

nity itturns over 1/6of atime. Not |

once. Not 1/2. Not even a quarter
of a time, but 1/6. Other racial or
national groups reward their own
people between forty-eight and
fifty-four times as much as Black
people do. ® Black people reward
others. This act of rewarding
others inescapably impoverishes
themselves. They give to others
what they have taken from them-
selves. They give theirrent, food
money,clothing money, luxury

purchases, and their savings, 1o |

others.

Black people in the U.S. are
criminals because they do not
control their own lives, They do

not control their lives and they do
not control their children’s lives.
The rules which they are sup-
posed to follow are both made
and enforced by others. The
newspapers, magazines, and
books which they read are written
and published by others, As are
the movies and TV programs they
watch. The clothes they wear and
the cars they drive are not only
produced, but also designed by
others, as arc the plices where
they live and work, Even the food
they eat is produced by others,
They work for other people and
pay their taxes 10 other people.

They send their children o
other people to be educated and
cared for, 10 be treated for illness,
and to acguire heroes from. They
submit themselves to the leader-
ship of others, Itisno wonder that
they are disorganized and con-
fused, their life is a human wreck-
age.

Yeu Africans inthe U.S. are not
the only ones who have exper-
enced this frightful toll. How can
it be explained in independent
Black nations - where ruler and
subjectalike trace families across
the Atlantic to the sub-Sahara?
How in lands where the very till-
ersof the soil and fishers of the sea

How is it that with the amazing array
of talents diasporan Africans possess,
they are at the rock-bottom of every
political, social, and cultural order?

who hail from mother Africa
explain the proswration of the
population?

We can explain it the same
way we explain it in the LL5.
There is unemployment, there is
outmigration, because these Afri-
cans, too, do not own productive

| cnterprises, The productive en-

terprises are owned either by na-
tionals of non- African ancestry *
or by people outside the couniries
- in the great metropolises of the
world. AsHilbourne Watson told
us - foreign capital - mainly U.S.
capital - dominates commodity
‘production and exchange in the
Caribbean. The African popula-
tions in the Carihbean only serve
them. They constitute a labor
pool which continually sloughs
off a cheap supply of labor to
those who own the productive
engines of the world.
Independent Black states op-
press their own people because
they cannot give them anything.

| They do not produce anything to

give them. Even when they own
a country’s internal enterprises,
those enterprises are entirely
subsidiary and both their markets
and their profits are controlled by
others. They are merely adjuncts
to the capital economies which
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dominate them and they cannet
operate independently of them.
They have to import more than
they exportand the perunit costof
imports is higher than the per unit
cost of exports. As a result their
trade deficits compound them-
selves and accelerate the national
impoverishment.

In Brazl there are enough
similarities tothe U.S. and just the
right differences to make the case
even worse for Africans there
than it is in the U.S.

In none of these instances are
the diasporan Africans in control
of their own resources - material
or human.

The Singularity of the

African Perspective

Itis to remedy the deficitof an
absence of African control -itisto
place diasporan resources in the
hands of diasporan Africans - that
the analytical and prescriptive
role of the diaspora as a concept
emerges. It is a role of critical
historical dimerisions.

Itis critical in part because the
conception enables a particular
perception of the Caribbean quan-
dary: That is the one discossed
above: That the most powerful
explanatery factor for the condi-
tion of diasporan Africans is that
they do not contrel their own Te-
sources, and that this condition
calls for the remedy that they mke
control of their own resources.

There are certainly other ways
to see it. One is the liberal view
that conditions in the Cuaribbean
cannot be undersiood in gross,
racial ierms, that one must exam-

ine how those conditions have
affected individuals. When one
does this, it becomes clear that
there are Africans deseendants in
every Caribbean setting who are
wealthy, that there are some in
every seiting who are political
leaders, some who are cultural
leaders, some who dre scientists,
who are journeyman workers. It
becomes apparent that 1o make
broad generalizations about the
oppressed character of Africans
throughout the region is both 10
ignore significant achievements
that Africans have made and in-
deed wocclude the objective - and
differentiated - character of Afri-
can life in the area.

Another wiy of looking at |

these circumstances is through
Marxist eves. Such a perspective
enables us to see that the primary
contradictions in the region -
while certainly influenced by race
- are class contradictions. While
there are Africans in the ruling
classes, there arecertainly morein
the exploited classes. A great
danger is that racial differences
will be used to fracture working
class solidarity as has already
been done in'a number of speeific
instances.  Economic relaton-
ships in the Caribbean can be
explained as part of the centerf
periphery dynamics. The
Caribbean’s economic status can

| largely be explained as labor and

imperialism developed. The
same is true for the role of Afri-
cans - wherever they are - as
member of the working class. !
In neither of these interpreta-
tions would diasporan concepts
play a dominant role in searching
for solutions to the Caribbean’s

problems. That is true at least in
part because these interpretations
would not identify the same fac-
tors as problems that the diaspo-
ran one would.

For example, while either con-
cepiualization might recognize a
brain drain as being included in
the export of Canbbean labor,
neither would recognize such a
phenomenon as being involved in
Black U.S. physicists going 1o
work for the Atomic Energy
Commission, Black engineers
going 10 work for IBM, Black
historians going to work for Prin-
cetor.  Yet for U.S. residents of
African descent, that is precisely
what such patterns constitute - a
brain drain. African contribu-

| tions are to the greater well-being

of the AEC, IBM, Princeton, not
that of their own people. At the
great universities, the students of
African scholars are primuarily the
children of white elites, not their
own. Such scholars are teaching
others’ children and not eaching
their own children, This is the
brain-drain atits mostdestructive.
Members of the Black intelligent-
sia are not only renewing others’
intellectual resources, they are
failing to replenish their own.
While, clearly, Marxists donot
favor the persistence of the AEC,
IBM, or even Princeton as cur-
rently constituted, their long-1erm
solutions provide little immedize
or near-term relief for Africans.
This is a problem which Harold
Cruse addresses most acutely -
what to-do before the millennium
arrives (whatever it might be), 2
[tis also a problem which s at the
heart of the diasporan approach.
What do we do to address these
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execrable conditions which en-
mesh us right now?

The diasporan approach is
viluable because it identifies
problems Africans experience as
Africans and requires that Afri-
cans address them as Africans.

The final selling point of this
perspective is that no one is ad-
dressing African problems in the

cultursl, and matenal circum-
stances. An important set of evi-
dence conceming both the valid-
ity and the analytical power of the
idea rests in two undeniable fac-
tors: 1) its persistence over time,
which gives credence to its ana-
Iytical strengths; and 2) its ap-
pearance in every sector of the
region, which attests to its internal

particular vision of the problems
faced by Africans inhabitants of
the Caribbean region. It enables
one w0 hypothesize that a major
difficulty faced by Africans in the
region is that they do not control
their own resources.

It is also critical because it
implies a solution to at least that
setof problems, ie, for Africans 1o

region in a way that is working. | validity. It has appeared inde- | take control of their own re-
Thatis why they i T S sources.
persist. The | . .. . e s This is not to
problems, | The diasporan approach is valuable [ address the
though formi- i guestion  of
sprs (Bt be*cause it :denﬁﬁes prabfgms Afri- i e AR
insuperable. ‘cans experience as Aﬁ‘tmus and re- ricans’ control
Nor is the | guires that Aj ”cﬁn dr [ o their cowm v
diasporan ap- q fri = 5 ﬂd I‘ESS fhfﬂ! - M sources 15 to
proach either ﬂﬂAff‘!ﬂﬂﬂS. e : o take. Thatis not
new or unre- | s ~ J the suobject of

commended. Irs
spirit inspired W.EB. Dubois
and underlay the Pan African
Congresses which heralded the
beginning of the century. It was
the singular genius which enlight-
ened Marcus Garvey's vision of
the Universal Negro Improve-
ment Association (UNIA). It was
the daemon the Caribbean think-
ers Cesaire and Damag invoked
when negritude sprang fuoll-
blown from their brows. Kwame
Toure, born in Trinidad, reaching
maturity in the U.S., now residing
in Guinea, formed his All African
People's Revolutionary Party on
its underlying assumptions. St
Claire Drake suggests i1 10 us, as
does C.LLR. James, This is not
some faddish-freakish-escapist
ides.

Itis, instead, an idea, a percep-
ton, an approach which orngi-
nates from particular historical,

pendently in every part of the
region it is intended o encom-
pass: the U.S., Jamaica, Martin-
ique, Trinidad/Tabago, Haiti,
Grenada. Like the conditions
experienced uniformly by Afri-
cans throughout the region, this,
oo, 15 no accident.  Again, one
could lay at the door of statisti-
cians the probability of such an
idea’s occurring randomly across
a population in such divergent

circumstances, stretching over a |

hemisphere, without the presence
of an underlying stratum of con-

sistency. But there is litile need. |

Even to the untutored eye it is
evident that more than blind
chance connects these widely

separated - both in space and in |

time - manifestations of the same
vigsion.
Therefore, the concept is criti-

this inguiry.
Since, however, it is a question of
considerable and crucial propor-
tions, a word about it is in order.
The nationalist posifion is fre-
quently misrepresented as
fdaishiki-wearing capitalism in
Black-face. Very few nationalists
who take the designation seri-
ously espouse such a position,
Most of them adopt a socialist
position, that is, one which calls
for collective or cooperative
ownership of the dominant forces
of production and egalitarian pat-
terns of wealth distribution. In-
deed, that is the only orientation
which makes sense given the huge
proportion of the Black popula-
tion in the underclass.
Therefore, though in this essay
Idonot address the question of the
form of ownership and distribu-
tion of wealth to be incorporated

cal, first, because it enables a | into Pan African nations, I find a
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capitalist conception incompat-
ible with Pan Africanism iiself,
Indeed, a capitalist Pan African-
ism is pointless. When the over-
whelming majority of Africans
arc. oppressed and exploited it
makes absolutely no difference
who is doing the oppressing and
exploiting,

Objections to

the Imperative

‘Where the concepi of the Afri-
can diaspora meets with no litle
difficulty is suggesting a reason-
able means whereby its vision
might be accomplished. Thisisa
problem of considerable dimen-
S1O0ns.

Itis composed of not one, but a
number of towering obstacles,
The first rests in a condition al-
ready referred to extensively
above, the divided presence of
Africans in the Western hemi-
sphere. 'We have located them in
thirty-five separate countries, on
both sides of the equator, in every
conceivable physical circum-
stance. Yeteven when we restrict
our scrutiny to one country, we
are not looking 4t a unity.

Africans in the U.5.A, form a
population larger than most coun-
tries in the Western hemisphere,
exceeded only by the U.SA.
Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina.
They are not only a group of
enormous numbers, bot also of
immeasurghle complexity.

Their physical circumstances
range from shanties in the South
hardly distinguishable from the
slave quarters occupied by their
ancesiors just three generations

| rything in berween.

distant, to mansions in Beverly
Hills and vast estates throughout
the southern and Eastern states.
While millions inhabit virmally
all Black, poverty-stricken slums,
rampant with crime and social
pathology, hundreds of thousands
reside in comfort within suburbs
scattered across the land and
populated mostly by whites,

While forty percent of the
country's Black population is
functionally illiterate, some of the
country's most outstanding scien-
tists and intellectuals are Black.

Black people in the U.S.A,
speak different regional dialects,
some almost mutually
unintelligible. ® They serve on il
rigs off the coast of Louisiana,
mine coal in Kentucky, cutcanein
Georgin. A Black astronaut, a
Ph.D in Physics, was incinerated
in the Challenger shurtle. Still,
many Black people do not work at
all, but live off the fruits of crime,
or off welfare extended by the
siate,

Politcally, Black people in the
U.S. are conservative Republi-
cans, liberal Democrats, and eve-
They are
Communists, Socialists, Pan Af-
ricanists, Black Nationalisis, and
anarchists, Religiously, they are
Protestants - and many many
Protestant denominations; Catho-
lics, Muslims; Jows; Buddhisis;
Atheists; Agnostics; Hindw; and
Bahai,

They are far from a unpity of
condition.

Within one country - without
even considering the whole of the
Caribbean - Africans in the West-
etn hemisphere are strikingly
divided, Within the U.5. alone

there are tremendous obstacles to
the functional role of any concep-
tion of the African diaspora,

Mevertheless, in this regard,
Africans in the U.S. consttate
perhaps the most fentile ground in
which the concept can be planted.
As 3t Clair Drake put it,

“By the mid - 1970 ihe blsck com
ity o the Unitod States repre-

sented the largest, most compact, and

best organized group in the
hemisphere that considered itself
‘Black’_ "2

For the most part, people of
African descent in the U.S, con-
sider themselves Black, Whether
to the human eye they are racially
indistinguishable from Ronald
Reagan or Marilyn Monroe, from
an Iboof Nigerin or a Mandinke of
Gambia, or anything between
such appearances, people of Afri-
¢an descent in the U.5. consider
themselves Black. When asked
their racial identity, most of them
will reply, “Black.” And most of
those who do not say Black, will
say  Afro-American, African,
Negro, or colored. All these
names refer to the same, explicit
racial designation. Even if one
parcot is Asian, European, or
Native American, if the otheris of
Adfrican heritage, most children of
such couples will identify as
Black.

The roots for this condition are
long and lie in the particular form
of slavery and racial indentifica-
tion developed in the U.S., but
their results are uniform.  Mast
Africans in the U.S. consider
themselves as inextricably pan of
the Affican continuum, This does
not mean that Black people in the
L1.5, are without color prejudices.
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They certainly have them, But
they are prejudices which do not
constitute separate racial catego-
ries. Black peoplein the U.5. will
often think, 'I'm a higher class
Black person than you are." Butit
is ‘I'm a higher class Black per-
son' - recognizing that the differ-
entiation is between people who
are members of the same racial
group.

This huge group of people of
extraordinary  diversity consti-
tutes the group in the hemisphere
with the most uniform perception
of its racial indentity, rooted in
Africa, It provides the most re-
ceptive ground for the planting of
Pan Africanism.

Turning from them to the rest

of the region would require a list- |

ing of no less than thirty-four
countries, with African popula-
tions totaling no less than
93,000,000 people.  Just the
number of countries and separate
national identities associated with
each underscores the magnitude
of the problem, A Dominican and
a Haitian, though sharing the
same island, perceive each other
as belonging to different coun-
tries, 45 having different nation-
alities. Moreover, they don"teven
speak the same language. People
have political loyalties and identi-
ties which are national in charac-
ter - as Peruvian and Colombian
and Haitian and Jamaican and
Bermudan,

how peopleexperience theirlives.
The African diaspora, like the
“working class” , is powerful asa
conceptual ool. But it is a con-
ception, like the working class, a
very high level of abstraction,

very much removed from the
ways people live their lives.

Despite the internal logic and
consistency of the internstional
working class, one of the major
reasons why the idea has not had
practical effect equivalent to its
suggestive power 1% that it is too
far removed from how most
working class people experience
their lives. They live and feel as
French, Italian, Chinese, Cana-
dian, Cuban, Japanese. Whatever
their material reality, their con-
sciousnesses are very much con-
ditioned by affective factors and
by those elements of their lives
they can see, and touch, and know
on & first hand basis. Even when
and where people have gone be-
yond ‘& trade-union mentality,
their attachment to national con-
sciousness has proved much
stronger than historical-material-
ist logic would expect.

The African dizsporaisa simi-
lar kind of construct. Ittuns head-

| enintoBahamians, Virgin Island-
We must address the reality of |

ers, Grensdans, Trinidadians,
Martinicians, Guyanese, It is in
no position to supercede their
existential realities.

NMeor is nadonalism the final
barrier faced by the prescriptive
dimensions of the dinspora in the

Most Africans in the LS.
consider themselves as
inextricably part of the
African continuum....

Caribbean. One at least equally
formidable problemis the distine-
tion between people classified as
Africans and those classified as
partial Africans, or for our pur-
poses, partial Europeans. This
barrier, not found in the U.S. 15 an
integral component of African
life in every other part of the re-
gion. In this classification
scheme partial Europeans are
perceived as a different people, a
differentrace, from Africans, The
separate ‘races’ perceive them-
selves as mutually antagonistic.
S0 perceiving themselves, they
fare mutually antagonistic. There
is no basis for unity between
them.

How can a conception of Pan-
Africanism bridge such a gap-
include the literally millions of
people with African ancestry who
not only do not consider them-
selves African, but cringe at the
possibility of being considered
African, and run and hide from the
slightest intimation that they
might be considered African?

Africansin the region live lives
which find them within each
country in different class, re-
gional, geographic, religious, and
political circumstances. Maore-
aver, they inhabit different coun-
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tries and identify with sepirate
nationalities. They do not speak
the same language, Millions of
them actively disassociate them-
selves from any conceprual in-
dentification with Africans and
self-consciously identify with
Europeans,

The obstacles for bringing
such a disparate - and contradic-
tory - people under the aegis ofa
pan-African ideology appear pro-
hibitive.

Here, then, we must come at
last 1o the guestion of how a con-
ception at such a high level of
abstraction ‘as the African dias-
pora ¢an be functional.

Operationalizing

the Imperative

In answering this question for
how to make this specific high-
level abstraction functional, one
recognition muost be made at the
outsct: not every African in the
Caribbean will have 1o accept or
be influenced by the concept for it
tobe functional. Notall Africans
in the hemisphere accept Christi-
anity, but it is certainly functional
as an organizing principle among
them. Ewen fewer accept Islam,
but it is also functional as an or-
ganizing concept. The same ob-
servation may be made about
capitalism, socialism, and varions
manifestations of the state. What
i5 necessary for a concept 1o be
functional among a people is not
universal adherence to it, or even
majority adherence to it, but the
reaching of some critical mass.
What this crifical mass is- what
the numbers are that are required

1o reach it - we must admit, dre a
compleie unknown. But on the

basis of the widespread evidence |

that people actually do organize
on the basis of ideas, we can hy-
pothesize that there is such a criti-
cal mass, and that it falls far shon
of the majority of any respective
population. Certainly, two people
of a small clique can organize on
the basis of an idea, Our analysis,
however, would notconsider such
cultist arrangements as func-
tional. Fora concept of the dias-
pora to be functional, it would
have to be utilized by significant
population groups across national
lines. Though I don'’t mean the
term  “significant population
groups” 1o refer 1o any specific
numbers, | do mean it torefertoa
colleetion of people among any
given national population of Afri-
can descendants which an objec-
tive observer would recognize as
significant. As Iindicated above,
I have no idea as to the numbers
which might constitute a critical
mass for functional orpanizing to
occur, but it is unlikely that an
organizing concept which has
resulted in the organization of less
than one to two percent of any
national population has reached a
critical mass. That is, for pur-
pases of this analysis, such a con-
cept has not become functional
among the people for whom it is
imtended. That does notmean that
it cannot become functional or
will not become functional, but
that it has not becorme functional,
For purposes of the diaspora the
absolute numbers will vary ac-
cording to the populations in-
volved. The critdcal mass for o
functional diasporan concept

applying 1o St. Kits, Martinique,
and Trinidad/Tobago would be
several powers smaller than one
for a spread of countries that in-
cluded the 1.5, or Brazil. So, the
firstrecognition is that in order for
the concept to be functional, what
is necessary is not universal or
majority adherence to it, but the
reaching of some (undefined)
critical mass among its adherents.

The second recognition is that
concepts at such a level of
abstraction can be functional.
This is evidenced by those in-
siances cited above: religious
concepts, economic concepts,
political concepis.

Probably the first and most
critical stép required for any high
level abstraction to be functional
is for someone(s) to use it as an
organizing principle. People have
to beligve in it, and use it as the
basic principle by which they
organize themselves and direct
their efforts. For the process to
spread, these efforts must meel

“with some appreciable level of
SUCCESS,

Because of the importance of
belief in such an undertaking, the
root of any such effort is cultural,
The cultural question includes the
notion of how people perceive
themselves in the world, whether
or not, inessence, they perceiveof
themselves as a people.

People who do not perceive of
themselves as a people are not
going to organize on the basis of
being a people. Peoplewhodonot
perceive themselves as Africans
fre not going 10 organize on the
basis of being African, On the
other hand, just because people do
perceive themselves as having a
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common identity does not mean
that they will use that identity asa
basis for organization, but it
means that they can ose it as a
basis for organization.

On the question of Pan Afri-
canism in particular, as suggested

carlier, this business is very much
complicated by the national ques- |
tion. One would have to be a fool
or blind to the matenial circum-
stances of life not 1o realize that
national differences among Afri-
cans in the Caribbean are signifi-
cant in and of themselves.
Whether these differences are
great enough to inhibit organiza-
tion on the basis of Pan African-
ism depends in part upon the level
or degree of organization ong pos-
its as a goal. Certinly, if the ini-
tigl effort is 1o organize this di-
verse aggregation of people into a
single nation, itwill fail. Noteven
one national group of Africans in
the region is entirely organized
within its own country as Afri-
cans. Therelore, 1o speak of the
whole region undertaking such a
project is to speak of the fantastic.
Nevertheless, it is possible to
envision with at least a medicum
of realism, the cooperation of
people throughout the region on
the basis of shared Africanness.
Though it 18 not necessary and
certainly not desirable 1o ape
Europeans, one certainly can
learn from them as one can learn
from anyone. It is apparent that
despite significantnational differ-
ences Europeans are able to coop-
erate through the world on the
basis of their shared European

culture. Jews are, too. So are |
Arabs. Chinese somehow man- |
ape it, as do Sikhs.

For Africans throughout the |

Caribbean to cooperate on the
basis of common cultoral disposi-
tions does nol mean that all Afri-
cans in the region will participate
in such sharing. Nor does it mean
that those who do participate will
do 5o on the basis of surrendering
their independent national identi-
ties. It simply means that among
some of the region’s people who
are organized natonally as Afri-
cans, on grounds rooted in being
African, can find cooperation
with other people in the region
who are organized as Africans.

African nationalists in Brazil,
Waiting would forestall many of
the benefits that international
cooperation is intended 1o pro-
duce. Both national organizing
and international cooperation
should go on simultaneously, The
efforts in Guinea-Bissau, Angola,
Mozambique, and Zimbabwe
should be instructive in this re-
gard. Not only was extensive in-
ternational cooperation going on
before any of the national libers-
tion efforts had achieved arevolu-
tionary victory, such cooperation
wis also going on while the forces

sources.

Nor is this an either/or propo-
sition or a first siep, second step
proposition,  Such organizing
tasks are not mumally exclusive.
Nor is one a prerequoisite for the
other, People do not have to or-
ganize nationally or internation-
ally. They can do both, Peopledo
not have to complete national
organization before they begin
international organization. Both
efforts can, indeed, should go on
simultaneously. It is not neces-
sary, for example, for African
nationalists in the 1.5, 10 com-
plete and consolidate  African
nationalist organizing in the U.S.
before they can cooperate with

Diasporan Africans are
abused everywhere,

because nowhere are they in
control of their own re-

L

engaged in revolutionary struggle
within a single country were not
themselves united, and consisted
of separate, often even hostile,
revolutionary organizational
efforts. *

Cooperation between nation-
alists in various sectors of the
region can be quite lmited and
still be effective. Not every Afri-
can nationalist group in every
country has to cooperate with
every nationalist group in every
other country. It is much more
likely that each African national-
ist group in ezach country will be
selective in its cooperative ef-
forts, will, in fact, cooperate with

10
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those organizations with which
they are most compatible or with
which - by chance- they happen 1o
hiave connections.

Let’s look at a specific for in-
stance. Before Maurice Bishop
was murdered and before Reagan
invaded Grenada, the National
Black Independent Polineal Party
(NBIPP) in the United States had
developed warm ties with the
New Jewel Movement and both
were trying to develop a program
of mutual cooperation and, in
fact, had carried out some mini-
mum activities in that regard such
as travel tours NBIPP sponsored
to Grenada.

While NBIPP was a small na-
tionalist formation in the U.§,, it
did have waluable resources it
could share with the New Jewel
Movement, [t had its members®
interest in travel - which though
meager - was some addition (as
opposed to none) to the Grenadan
national treasury. In addition,
many NBIPP members had skills
which simply arose from living in
a technological society which
could benefit Grenadan revolu-
tionary efforts: using typewrilers,
fixing cars, installing plumbing
and electricity, organizing filing
systems; setting type. InGrenada,
which was sending people around
the world asking for filing cabi-
nets, 3 X 5 cards, chairs, tables,
paper, and other such basics, the
kinds of resources NBIPP had to
offer were not negligible.

On the other hand, Grenada
wiis an equally valoable resource
for NBIPP. It was a place it could
send it cadres toengape in revolu-
tionary work which could help
consolidate their consciousness.

| Irwasaplace were NBIPP people

could associate freely with other

progressive peoples from notonly
| Grenada, but also Cuba and other
parts of the world. It wasa place
where NBIPP members could see
ideas in practice which they conld
bring back to their engoing work
in the U.5. The cooperation was
mutually beneficial - though nei-
ther NBIPP nor the New Jewel
Movement had consolidated its
internal position.

Despite the not inconsiderable
obstacles a concept of the African
diaspora. within the Caribbean
region can be functional. Part of
the utility of the concept will arise
from a conscious and organized
| exploitation of patterns which are
already much in evidence.

Some of them have already
been discuszed. There is a strain
of Black consciousness in the
region stromger than that in most
of Africa. There are reciprocal
relations between Africans in the
L1.5. and the West Indies. One of
the crucial ones arises from the
business of labor exporting and
iabor importing. A lot of natdon-
| als from the West Indies wind up
in the U.5. Because of racial pat-
terns within the U.S. they become
identified by the county -
whether self-identified as such or
not - as Black people. As such
they have made - and continue to
make - & valuable contribution o
Africanginthe U.S. A fewnames
should suffice to indicate the
scope and magnitude of the tale:
Prince Hall, Claude McKay,
Marcus Garvey, Roy Innis, Sid-

ney Poitier, Mervyn Dymally,
| Hazel Scott, Ivan Van Sertima,
| Lowis Farrakhan, Kwame Toure,

Jan Carew, legions of champion
boxers and major league baseball
players. U.S. national life and
particularly U.S. African national
life is as it is because of the pres-
ence of Africans from the West
Indies. Notonly is this the casein
terms of the impact of outstanding
figures, but West Indian immi-
grants in general have a particular
influence on the character of Afri-
can life in the U.S. They are high
achievers. They contribute
mightily to the economic base of
the African community,

Nor is this a one-way strest.
Many emigrants from the West
Indies return to their home coun-
ries. Some U.S. Africans emi-
grate to the West Indies. Indeed,
Drake tells us,

The out-migration patterns of
Caribbean countries generally
indicate that there is much move-
mient within the region,

It is also true that actions taken
by the Africans in one part of the
region have a striking effect on
Africans in another. The original
Haigan revolution was the first
and probably the most influential
of such occurrences. Writing of
the Haitian revolution, Drake puts
it this way, "... the most important
political evenr in the Western
Hemisphere diasporan  history
occurred in the Caribbeagn.” ™

In contemporary times, events
of singular influence throughout
the region were the Civil Rights
and Black Power movements in
the 1.5. ¥
It is clear that those events
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AKINWANDE OLUWOLE SOYINKA

Akinwande Oluwole Soyinka
(1986 MNobel Laureate) was born
on 13 July 1934 at Abeokuta, near
Ibadan in western Nigeria. After
preparatory university stodies in
1954 at Government College in
Ibadan he continued at the Uni-
versity of Leeds, where later, in
1973, he took his doctorate. Dur-
ing the six years spent in England
he was a dramaturgist at the Royal
Court Theater in London 1958-
59, In 1960 he was awarded a
Rockefeller bursary and returned
to Nigeria to study African drama.
At the same time he taught drama
and literature at variows universi-
ties, at Ibadan, Lagos and Ife,
where, since 1975, he has been
professor of comparative litera-
ture. In 1960 he founded the thea-
ter group "The 1960 Masks™ and
in 1964 the “Orisun Theater
Company”, in which he has pro-
duced his own plays and taken
part as actor. He has periodically
been visiting professor at the uni-
versities of Cambridge, Sheffield
and Yale.

During the civil war in Nigeria
Sovinka appealed in an article for
cease-fire. For this he was ar-
rested in 1967, accused of con-
spiring with the Biafra rebels, and
was held as a political prisoner for

22 months until 1969,

Soyinka has published about 20
works - drams, novels and poetry.

A Bio-bibliographical Review

He writes in English, and his liter-
ary language is marked by great
scope and richness of words.

As dramatist Soyinka links the
traditional popular African thea-
ter with its combination of dance,
music and action. He bases his
writing on the mythology of his
own ethnic group - the Yoruba -
with Ogun, the god of iron and
war, at the center. He wrote his
first plays during his time in Lon-
don - The Swamp Dwellers and
The Lion and the Jewel (a light
comedy), which were performed
at Ibadan in 1958 and 1959 and
published in 1963. His satirical
comedies are The Trial of
Brother Jero (performed in
1980, publ. 1963) with its sequel
Jero’s Metamorphosis (publ.
1973, performed 1974}, A Dance
of the Forests (performed 1960,
publ. 1963}, Kongi's Harvest
(performed 1965, publ. 1967) and
Madmen and Specialists (per-
formed 1970, publ. 1971},
Among Soyinka's serious philo-
sophic plays are (apart from “The
Swamp Dwellers") The Strong
Breed (publ. 1963, performed
1966}, The Road (1965), Death
and the King's Horseman (publ.
19735, performed 1976). In The
Bacchae of Euripides (1973} he
has rewritten the Bacchae for the
African stage and in Opera
Waonyosi (performed 1977, publ.
1981} bases himself on John

Gay's Beggar's Opera and
Brecht's The Threepenny Op-
era. Soyinka's latest dramatic
works are A Play of Giants
(1984) and Requiem for a Fu-
turologist (1985).

Soyinka has written two novels,
The Interpreters {1965), narra-
tively a complicated work, in
which six Nigerian intellectuals
discuss and interpret their African
experiences, and Season of
Anomy (1973), which is based on
the writer's thoughts during his
imprisonment and confronts the
Opheus and Euridice myth with
the mythology of the Yoruba.
Purely autobiographical are The
Man Died: Prison Notes (1972)
and the account of his childhood
AKké(1981), in which the parents’
warmth and interest in their son
are prominent. And his literary
essays are collected in, among
others, Myth, Literatureand the
African World (1975).

Soyinka’s poems, which show a
close connection to his plays, are
collected in Idanre, and Other
Poems (19567), Poems from
Prison {1969}, A Shuttle in the
Crypt (1972) and in the long
poem Ogun Abibiman (1976), =

*,.'am my mather's daughter, &nd fhe
deumns of Africa beat in my heart.”
=ary McLeod Bathuna
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African Naming Ceremony

“An Intreductory OutBne by Riban M. Zuly

Welcoine Welcome
Unlty elrcle Unlty circle
Words of Insplrational wisdom 1 Words of inspleational wisdom 1
Call of the Ancestors 2 Call of the Ancestors 2
(¥Miciant speech Officlant Speech
Call of the Elders Call of the Elders
Introduction of the fumily Introduction of the family
Call of the women Call of the mother
Call of the women

Waords of Inspirational wisdom
Words of Insplrations] wisdom

Community testimony

Community testimony

OiTiciant call person to be named

Women form symbolic womb 3
Male plant symbalic seed 4

Persom to be named back Into symbolle womb
Symbolic umbilical cord Is attached to person to be named 5

Rebirth: person to be nismed move head Mt thru symbolic
womh
Symbolic umbilical cord s cut

Purification wush

OfTiclant direct person to be named In four directlons 6
Libatlon for the Ancestors

Libation for the Elders

Perzon to be numed sip libatlon

OiMelant whisper name to person

New born person shout nume (o communlty
Officiant explain origin and meaning of neme
MNew born repeats name to community
Community repeals name

Elders place necklace on now born

Words of Insplrations] wisdom
Ancestral meal served

Unity dance

Community celehration

Mother and women form symbolic womb 3
Father give symbolic seed to mother

Fathver hund Infant to designated women to carry thru
symbolke womb

Symbolic umbilical cord s attached to infant 4

Infant is given to mother

Symbolic umbillcal cord s cut

Mouother hand Infant to (ather head first
FPurification wush

Officlunt turn lafant four diferent directions 3
Libution for the Ancestars

Libathon for the Elders

Infant sip libation &

Officiant whisper nume to infant

Oiiclant whisper Infinl name 0 parents
Parents shout name to community

OiMiciant explain origin and meaning of name
Infant approval of neme 7

Parents repeats infant name to community
Community repeats infant name

Elders place neckince oo Inlunt

Wards of Insplrational wisdom
Ancestral meal served

Unity dance

Community celebration

[Fenatricstes )

L. Conceming Afirican culiure und consciousness 1. Wi call oor
ancesinrs 10 bless our activity amd 0 honor and respect their
wizdom {moment of silence) 3. Women form (wo sdjacent fines
with hands interiocked in sir o form o stending semdgoyramid (the
mother muy pamicipaie) 4 Father of parson i be named may
participote 5, A red ribbon or siring can be used us the symbolic
umhilical cord &, To symbohize uman harmony with the universe
{rrtly sounhyeasyweel and nll potnts betwenn )

{foénaler)

1. Concermng Alrican culiure and consciousress 1. W call pur
ancestons Wy bless our setivity and 1o honor and respoct their wisdom
(manrient of dilencs) 3. Women Torm two sdiscent Hnes with hends
inferkocked in iz o form & standing semi-pyremid 4. A sod ribhon
or siring can be used ax the symbolic ambilical cord 5. To
A.yml'n-n'l'rf.r.‘ hiuman harmony wilk the universe
(morth.somath,easy west ind all poinis betwsen) 6. With the-wid of an
adalt (water) 7. Infant approve nmme visvoice

AUTHOR INFORMATION ON FAGE 20
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The Pan African Pen Pal Association

An Interview with Dr. Louis G. Marchman

~ Before we get into w it the
l&m socia-
%;htyigwm ing ahout
¥ rgﬂ,.i;andfﬁ._, Tead (o (h
founding of the ion?

My initial introduction to the
concept of Pan-Africanism was
through my formal studies at
Mermritt College in Oakland Cali-
fornia in 1969 and 1970, and the
University of California at
Berkeley in 1970 thru 1972, 1
took many courses related w Af-
rica and Swahili. On campus, 1
met many brothers and sisters
from Africa who taught me as
much about Africa as | had
learned in the classroom. |
learned that I must visit Africa,
and that 1 was African,

In 1973, my wife and I took
our honeymoon touring Africa.
In Kenya, I met some brothers
from the Samburu tribe who
spoke no English. They were my
first exposure to non-Western,
indigenous Africa with whom 1
could discuss cross-cultural expe-
rience, 1 was to them, speaking in
Swahili, theirfirst encounter with
Black-America. 1 bartered with
one member, Fanteri Leturrol,
over my Timex waich in ex-
change for his weapons and his
posing for a picture with me, It
ended with his promise that he
would correspond with me as long
as | answered hisletters, This was
my first serious commitment

By Tibari M. Zulu

toward pen pal correspondence.

After eight years of writing, 1
returned to Kenya to visit my pen
pal. Tstayed inalarge hut in rural
Kenya. [, being a high school
history teacher, was asked o
make a presentation at Munyu
Secondary School in Thika,
Kenya. Italked, in English (their
third language), about the Black
experiences in America.  After-
wards, many students asked ques-
tions which reflected many mis-
conceptions they had heard or
read about concemning Blacks in
America; One student, therefore,
asked if he could write to one of
my students as & pen pal. Then,
the whole class expressed an in-
terest in having pen pals. James
Kinuthia Muruku, the teacher,
and 1, agreed we would develop a
pen pal system.  Thus, from
Kenya, East Africa, the conceptof
the Pan-African Pen Pal Associa-
tion was developed,

o P fth&
% g ':a.:“ g g i
Pen Psl ﬁﬁﬂmgt

The Pan-African Pen Pal
Association (PAPPA) is a not-
for-profit, charitable, educational
organization created through the

united efforts of Afnicans and |

Adfrican-Americans. The purpose
of this organization is 1o develop
an international correspondence

network, which is composed pri-
marily for people of African an-
cestry. The main objective is 1o
eliminate the many distortions
and misconceptions about Afri-
can people throughout the world,

PAPPA’s formal develop-
ment evolved from the structural
ideas of Fred Jackson, the Na-
tional Executive Director. And
the experience of community or-
ganization supplied by Woullard
Lett, the Regional Director. Thus
information about PAPPA was
easily disseminated throughout
the Black community, Board
members Leticia McCullom,
Charles Boadu, Uwe Uche, Mor-
ris Ewing, John Long, Joan Gray,
George Aminglon, Dane Cham-
bers and Norris Roberts gave that
peeded insight and direction. The
much needed secretarial assis-
tance was supplied by Mary Cun-
ningham and Sharon Evereit. We
have an international secretariat
section, headed by Rev. Dr
Kwaku Lartey, who translates our
English documents into French
for the French-speaking African
nations and Serverian Nyetabula,
from Tanzania, whois our Kiswa-
hili consuliant.

i e

_ What are the membership
e SR . ‘-' e

B rl:qmr,:ergenvts.;

There are three categories of

PAPPA membership: (1) Indi-
vidual; (2} Institutional: and (3)
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Humanitarian. The individual
membership involves people of
African ancestry over 18 years of
age. Iis objective is o provide
newspapers and other items
which will inform members about
contemporary Africa. An annual
membership fee is required. The
institutional membership basi-
cally concerns schools and youth-
oriented community organiza-
tions. There are eclementary
school, high school and college
coordinators, Esi Threetr, Hanni-
bal Afrik and Henry Harrison,
respectfully, who direct PAPPA
institutional activities, These
groups do not pay annual fees,
They have in-school and out-of-
school activities.

The third category involves the
churches, the mosques and soon -
the inmates. These groups are
concerned with the humanitarian
aspect of PAPPA, They send
items to various African nations,
but they receive notification
through pen pal cormespondence
when items have been received.
This seldom cceurs in other hu-
manitarian organizations. The
church coordinator is Abraham
Akrone who is from Ghana, but
resides in Chicago.

i e e e
How many students are in-

o (s Rpaseatd
It is difficult 10 ascemain how
many stodents currently are par-
ticipating in PAPPA for these four
yvears of our existence. When
students graduate, we have not
requested them to notify us
However, in the Chicago area we

have about 600 new participants
from 5 schools. The PAPPA

| ¢lubs number about 150 students.
| Internationally there is about
| 1000 students from Ghana, our
continental headguarters.
PAPPA total student participa-
tion, nationally and internation-
ally is estmated to be about 2,250
students.

Initially smdent participation in
the project primarily resulted
from the teacher's enthusiasm,
| Students generally had little or no
interest in writing to African.
Rather, they preferred to write to
England or France. There is gen-
erally a significant increase in
their interest after receiving the
frst response. With the continu-
ance of correspondings there is
less need for teachers to encour-
age writing. Many discontinue
after a year, but others have had
the same pen pal throughout high
school and beyond. Thus pen pal
correspondence is excellent in
exposing students 1o Africa and
Africans, many of their values
were not significantly affected
after one year of correspondence,
but a change becomes apparent
after the second year of core-
spondence.

Students were generally im-
pressed when they read that Eng-
lish was, perhaps, their pan pal’s
third language. They were sur-
prised to learn that their pen pal
knew of Michael Jackson, Prince
and other entertainers. They were
| confused when their pen pal used

the metric system, and that 4/1/87
meant the fourth day of January,
rather than the first day of April.
As one may guess, the most inter-
esting item of exchange has been
photographs. This has been the
first personal contact that evokes
a lasting image for most students,
They often compare their pictures
to someone they know in Chi-
cago. Gifts of currency are dis-
couraged, nevertheless students
send money to make compari-

We gave a pre-test o smudents
from several high schools 1o see
what kind of values and or knowl-
edge they may have about them-
selves and Africa. These students
included a wide spectrum of aca-
demic levels and social interests,
Owur findings show thatabout 81%
of these high school students
would not consider marrying
someong from Africa. Through
discussion we learmned that most
felt that Africa and Africans have
an image of poverty and ugliness.
It was discovered about 73% of
these students do not believe that
theirancestry goes back to Africa.
Their reasoning was that no one
told them exactly what is their
ancestry. About 52% had no idea
where Egypt is located. The re-
sults of this pre-test were note-
warthy.

18
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There are several ways in which
we attempt to measure the worth
of our PAPPA project. These may
be as objective and subjective
evaluation rechnigues, However,
there are respected members of
the community, mostly college
professers who do not fegl com-
fortable with our research. They
refer to our research as. “victim
analysis”. They feel that our re-

search may do more damage than
good because it may be used by
others who desire continual frag-
mentation of the African family.

Yes, PAPPA plans to have its first
international conference in Ac-
cra, Ghana in August 1990, The
main objectives of this gathening
are to (1) bring together the vari-
ous PAPPA nations in brother-
hood (2) discuss topics involving
educational and humanitarian ac-
tivities, and (3) o develop neces-
sary sirategies to improve the

PAPPA program.,
e

In August 1986, seven PAPPA
representatives  from  Chicago
went to Accra o develop the pre-
liminary groundwork for the fu-
ture conference. This, by far, was
the most rewarding experience 1
have had in the PAPPA program.

We stayed with individual fami-
lies who shared all aspects of their
culture with us. We met impor-

| tant dignitaries with surprising

ease. We were interviewed by the
press and went on radio programs.
We were treated with much kind-
ness and respect. Several tradi-
tional chiefs donated land to our

The first pen pal exchange came
from a group of secondary stu-
dents and a church congregation
from Thika, Kenya to Chicagoin
August, 1983, The student par-
ticipation was a success but there
were difficulties with the church
participation. That following year
Ghana and Senegal joined. In
1985 Nigeria,
Zambia, and
The Gambia
joined from

| Africa. Mar-
tinque and
Guyana from

PAPPA program for future use.
Charmione Patterson, the presi-
dent of Chicago Vocatonal High
School’'s PAPPA Club, eamed the
opportunity toaccompany us and
to visit her pen pal in Ghana. She
stayed with the teacher of her pen
pal. Chanmione was surprised
when she learned that not only
was the home in which she stayed
lurge and modemn, but it had a
color television, a microwave
oven, video equipment and other
modern conveniences. Charmi-
one was also interviewed many
times and was asked o discuss her
impressions of Ghana on the Gha-
naian national radio. Allof us saw
the trip on & video cassette, which
was taken by Fred Jackson our
National Executive Director,

o

this hemi-

sphere, and in

1986 Sierra

Leone,

Uganda,

Zimbabwe
and Malawi ]OIHEd us.

: J: g

There are four main problems that
confront PAPPA in its attempt (o
develop Pan-Africanism through
cormespondence, As one may as-
sume, the lack of finances is &
major problem. In spite of the fact
that many proposals have been
submitted throughout the nation,
not one foundation has offered o
assist us. Thus, funding has been
achieved primarily through con-
tributions from Chicago’s Black
communily.

The second and third problems
deal with the lack of speed in
which correspondence is
achieved, The cycle of correspon-
dence, which would ke six
weeks, often takes three or four
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months. This delay brings about
two problems: (1) Students here
become angry and take this delay
as a personal attack. They soon
add this experience with other
negative misconceptions about
Africa, (2) Many students who
receive the letters simply do not
write back. Students in Africa
therefore become disillusioned
about ever writing again to any-
one here.

The fourth problem concerns the
apathy that many older people
have about comesponding with
people in Africa. They simply
have no interest. They express
clearly that they have no concern
for Africans and they do not wish
1o support our efforts involving
Pan-Africanism.

How do you see the future
of the association?

Though these problems are frus-
trating, PAPPA is growing every
month. Students have expressed
their satisfaction learning about

Africa. During African-Ameri-
can History Month many schools
give students an opportunity to
tell other classes about their pen
pal experiences, A few students
appear to have become experts on
African affairs. They must be
reminded that they know only
about a small part of one country
in Africa. This is indeed reward-
ing to witness when one realizes
that most Black students know
absolutely nothing about Africa
when they start the program.

How do you think the work
of the Pap-African Pen Pal
Associalion has or will
influence African culture
and conscipusness?

The future of PAPPA may sce
members help in the technologi-
cal development of PAPPA na-

| ions. PAPPA emvisions it mem-
| bers owning property in Africa

and having the option to be in-
ducted into a tribe, PAPPA de-
sires that by the year 2000 A.D.,
people of African ancestry may
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correspond in Swahili - a unifying

African language. This will be a

major step in developing Pan-

Africanism into reuniting our

fragmented African family,
HEEN

For more PAPPA information
write or call: P.O. Box 438095
Chicago, Il 60643,

(312) 779-7292

liibenrd M. Lulis i Director af the Califomis nsti-
wie of Pan African Studies and Editor of The
Journal of Pan African Studies. e is an abun-
v of Mersint College [Afro-Amenican Studies),
Califormda Sews University, Haywand {Hlack
Stadies), San Jose State Univessity (Library and
Informmbim Science), and plan 1o purue o PhuD.
{Higher Edocation and Socisl Change) s the
Wisiem Instimmie for Social Reseanch in Berkaley,
Califomia.
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Solution to Crossword Challenge

DB, decibel abbr,

ED, educaton abbr,

UL, Underwritérs' Labomtorics abbr.
BAL, halance abbr.

ARA, 8 S constellation

DL, demand loan abbr,

5B, substantive abbr,

RF, mdio frequency abbr,
AR, Arnbic abbr,

D), to perform and action
GET, toseize

TG, type genus abbr.
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Gyekye, Kwame, An Essay on African
Prhuﬂphlcﬂ Thaught: The Akan Con-
cepiual Bcheme, Mew York Cambridge
University Press, 1987,

Professor Giyvekye (University of Glhana)
offers a philesophical sfarification and inler-
pretation of the Akms of Chena and argues
that the smady of raditional Africen modes of

thought is necesgary for the emergence of a
modern African y that can be e
tigued and developed

The issues rabsed guestion philosoply in
Afnoan culiare and cutfines the links of wsdi-
tinn o modermity and of pl mmhnf
elemeris af o S'Lnd.ml.l. ol

will find thin study & mwurdmg
author's know ofthe Akan
experiences and

The theme of African liberation and expres
slon uniie the recent autobdn nplﬂ.u ol

] Amuihnmitmn Mirizm

exiled U5, African froedom g}m .-h.ma
Shaknr.

Makeba's Makeha: !-'l]r (Ml Books,
1987} and ShI::ur & I:;].lut An
Autoblography (Lawrence & Co,
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cally awate grow, Hvee and e ol
racial end gender oppression,

Hill, Robest A, od. Pan-African Blography,

Los Angeles: Emsmud: Press and African
Studies Associatom, 1587,

A collection of

el procecdings of an
coll

talim on the lvies mid conirfbutions of

men znd women of African descent
who have help shape the Pan' Africenists
movemant s Afmea s throughout Lhe
wnrlil.

Renders will fmd this collaction an essential
ool for undersisnding the dymamdes of the
mavement, people, and the svents that make
Pan Africanzsm a vital part of African hisiory,

Van Sertima, fvan, ed. Great African
Thinkers, Val 1;: Chelkh Ants Diop Mew
Brunswick: Transaction Books, 1987,

Am outstandin colkection of sssayn, reviews,
Eterviews reperts by African scholus
{works by Diop includad) on the Jie and
work of the Inte great Cheikh Ama Diop
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the African origm of civilization will enpoy
this provocative amhology.
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Frasng, GA 83775
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